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Visiting Orlando

A truthful and informative guide to visiting Orlando and other parts of Florida.

This guide is primarily ofe to visitors to
Florida from he UK. Visitors from elsewhere
will no doubt find a lot of the informationfo
some use. The main differees are the

flight information etc. Almost all of the
information within this guide is based on
my personal experiences however; some
information has been added courtesy of
Wikipedia.

About the Author:

Steve Sewell is a greatvker of Florida and

has been visiting Orlando and otHéprida
destinations since 1990. He has created a number of websites and blogs on the subject of Florida
such asvww.floridalifeandleisure.corthis i his latest website and is still being built up. Others
includewww.perfectfloridaguide.cona guide with information on all things to do with Florida. He is
a partner with Guy Harwood in a villa rental wigbsvww.perfectfloridavillas.conafter he became a
villa owner and decided to improve the marketing of his vacation home.
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Before You Travel

Preparation

If you want things to run smoothly, well, as smoothly as possible it is best to know before you go so
that you can be prepared for some of the things that you will face and hopefully make it a less
stressful journey.

If you are an International traveller say, from the UK, the first thing to decide when planning your

trip is whether or not to stay at the Airpbthe night before. This of course depends on how far away

you live from the Airport. | live around8hours away from Gatwick and probably 3 hours from

Manchester.L LINBFSNJ (2 GNI} @St R2gy (2 GKS FANLRNI GKS
FANLIRZ2 NI K238t tfdza L GKAYy]l AlG FTRR& 'y SEGNI RI E
travelling with small children is to be leaving home in the middle of the night and arriving with not

much time to spare at the airport. One greatthingd 2 dzi +*ANBAY ! it yiA0 Aa GK
Checkh yé¢ ¢KAa YSIya (GKIG @&2dz Ol yupthepsdhe dag eefdedl)  dz3 3| 3
@2dz Ffted ¢KAA A& | ANBIG aSNBAOS FyR YStya GKIFG
to hotel rooms. If you do decide to drive down prior to your flight, make sure you leave yourself

with more than enough time.

/| 2YaARSNI 6 KSOGKSNJ @2dz ¢l yid G2 GF1S @2dz2NJ OKAf RNBYC
for children under 4 years of age have a child safety seat. It can cost around $10 per day to hire

one. With the pushchair, you may wish to leave yours behind and either but one or hire them as you

need them in the parks. | personally think it is best to buy one and dispose of it whdaaxe. You

can get them from WaMart for around $15. If you are staying in a vacation villa it is highly likely

that they will have one that you can use.

Decide whether or not you are going to hire a car or use public transport (very limited) or shuttle
services and taxisstrongly advise you to get a car. There is so much more that you could see and
do with one. Plus you are not tied to shuttle bus timetables and forking out for taxis hand over fist.

Items to make sure you have with you prior to legyhome.

[ ] Airline tickets

[ ] Hotel Vouchers & Car Hire Voucher

|:| Passportglt is a good idea to photoco paminateyour passport page and use it for id.
[ ] Driving License (Both Parts)

[ ] Attraction Tickets

|:| Foreign Currency and Travellerkegjues.

|:| Medications andablets etc.
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Chapter 2: Travelling to Florida

The Airport

When checking in at the airport make sure you have all your documents ready, passports for all

travellers, flight tickets or eTicketsce | always think it is a good idea to keep all of your documents

in a handy sized wallet that contains all of the above along with Drivers Licence, any vouchers for Car

Hire, Hotel rooms and so on. This then should be kept in your-cartyggage.Youwill answer

some security questions here. Once you bags are checked in, you may have time to do some duty

FNBS aK2LILAyYy3Id Wdzald R2y Qi 0 dz2 -ol RggagdRiddmber 2 (G KI G &
that Airports no longer make flight announcements theyt il you on checkin your departure

gate and to keep an eye on the monitors for flight information. If you have time it is a good idea to

fill out the Green Visa Waiver formsQBW) that you were given atchegky ® L ¥ @2 dz 4 SNByYy Qi
anyormadeathda Gl 1S R2y Qi 62NNE (GKS@& BGyoldomaks &dstakeK SY ({2
R2y Qi It 3dSNJIyedKAy3 2dzad 3ASG || yS¢ 2ySod | 2dz oAt
information, if not you do that here. This just has all your detaild where you are staying in the

US. This info is sent over prior to you leaving your home country. You can find out more about

Advanced Passenger Information and Visawtdformshere.

Duty-Free Shopping

Duty Free shopping in the UK is only available for travel to non EU countries, so you are ok to buy

what you like. When you go through the checkout you will be asked for a boarding card just to verify

that. | would poin out that things are not always cheaper in duty free than on board the aircraft or

indeed in the USA! If you are a smoker, quite often the cigarettes are cheaper on the ainctaft

@2dz R2y Qi YAYR aY2(1Ay3a al NI o2 K USdédendaglaOthe f A {1 S
SEOKFYy3IS NIidSod ¢KS aly$S 32S5a gAGK LISNFdzySa g YSy
@2dzx dzyf Saa Al A& &a2YSUKAYy3 GKIFG @82dz R2y Qi GKAY
than likely will be cheaper ther&here is also the duty free shop in the Florida airport for when you

return.

The Flight

Boarding the flight can take upwards of an hour and most airlines ask that you be at the gate an hour
before departure. From the point of checking in your luggagedarthing you will pass through

several security checks. The rules for what you can take onboard with you are constantly changing
and it is advisable to check with the airline the current policy. If you are taking laptops with you you
may well be asked to k& them out of their case/bag and place them on the scanner, remove any
coins and any other metal objects from your clothing and place them in the receptacle provided and
put them through the scanner along wiytour entirecarry-on luggage. You will have dispose of
cigarette lighters but you may have a box of matches?? You may be asked to remove your footwear
and place them on the scanner. Once you pass through the detector you will be able to gather up all
of your belongings and continue to the duty érehops. Before finally boarding the flight you may be
pulled over yet again for a quick search.

There are, basically, two types of flights to the US, Chartered and Scheduled. Charter flights like
Thompson flyFormerlyBritannia airways), My travel, Monzh Airlines etc. tend to be more for the
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package holidaymaker and are not very flexible if you wanted say, 15 nights or more. They tend to

offer 7, 14 and in some case 21 nights. They tend to give you less baggage allowance per person than
the Scheduledlights and if you intend to do some serious shopping over there you will need as

much as you can get! Leg room tends to be less and you have to pay for things on board the aircraft

in most cases including meals on some and then pay for privilege of geadbseats together add
FYy20KSN) mmp F2NJ FRdzZA Ga FyR M1t F2NJ 1ARaAH ! RR | ff
any cheaper, than scheduled flights. All Charter flights use Sanford Airport which is further out of
Orlando. ltwilltake around n YAy dziSa G2 3ISG G2 6KSNB @2dz2QNB ai|
such ag/irgin Atlantic, British Airwaysnd almost all of the US airlines. With the US airlines though,

it will almost inevitably include a stop and change of aircraft at one of thédis.Deltause Atlanta,
Continentaluse Newark for example. The UK Scheduled airlines do fly nonstop and fly to Orlando
International Airport (MCO).

Virgin Atlantic

We always fly Virgin as that is our preference. They are very popular and do providpmedry

service. They fly 2 flights a day (3 in the summer months) from London Gatwick and 1 flight a day
from Manchester. Their Aircraft are very new and they use the Boeingt@@on this route. The
baggage allowance is 2 pieces of luggage not excee8kgyeach per person. They also offer

twilight check in where you can check in from 12 noon the day before you fly so if you are staying on
or near the airport you can get rid of your luggage and have less hassle the day of the flight. Also on
your return fight you can check in your luggage at Downtown Disney from 08:30 on the day of your
flight saving you from going to the airport and giving you the rest of the day to do your own thing.
¢CKS Ay FEAIKG SYOGSNIIFAYYSyYyd A thetjpdBysiginigoud SI G o O]
aircraft has, consists of:

5 movie channels

2 kids channels (featuring a combination of movies and TV programming)

2 TV channel which works on a cycle basis showing a selection of our current TV programming
14 audio channels rging from soul music to Classical

Moving sky map display which plots the aircraft's flight path

Or

10 movie channels

2 kids channels (featuring a combination of movies and TV programming)

8 TV channels featuring music, sport & news, comedy and kidsgmming plus the exclusive Virgin
Travel guide

14 audio channels ranging from soul to Classical music
A choice of 35 Nintendo Games

Moving Sky map display which plots the aircraft's flight path
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Depending on the Aircraft some have the newer systemsBr@ey Qi @ 9 @Sy dzr f t &8 GKSe@
with V-port in flight entertainment system. Which is Video on demand you will be able to rewind,
fast forward and choose what to watch and when.

British Airways

has done a lot to catch up with Virginincludings&¢ 6 O] ¢+Qa SiGO0® ¢KS | ANONJ
the Boeing 777 although not as big as the 747 it still is a wide bodied aircraft and does give decent
legroom.

The other US airlines tend to come up cheaper on price but you will be faced with aroGrchaur
journey as opposed to-8 hour flight. The plus side is that you do your immigration at the port of

entry so when you arrive at Orlando you just pick up your luggage and pick up your car and away you
go. There are lot of people prefer the US casid-or all carriers the return flight is always quicker as
they catch the jet stream back which give them a high speed tail wind which can knock an hour off
the flight.

The flight could be 9 + hours, so again if you have children, try and take somethkiggp them
200dzLIASR® {2YS 2F (G(KS FANIAYySa KIFI@S &aSridaol O1 ¢z
with Virgin Atlantic kids get a rucksack type bag with lots of goodies in them, this helps to while

away some time By the time that you arrive atoyr Airport, be it Orlando International (MCO) or

Sanford (SFD) or Miami (MIA) you will be feeling a little weary but will find renewed energy at the

prospect of being in the Sun and fun of Orlando or wherever you have entered Florida! Except for

small chidren, this has been a long tiring journey for them and they may start to resent the fact that

they are not tucked up in bed!
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Arriving in Florida

| am going to quote the procedure for Orlando Internatiohigbort & Sanfordthere may not be
similar pocedures at other Florida Airports.

Immigration & Customs

Once you arrive at immigration, again get out you document wallet and produce your passports,

your correctly completed visa waiver forms for all travellers. They can be quite strict here and they

hadS + 20 2F LR26SNI YR OFly NBTdzAS @2dz  RYAdaAirzy
them over anything. You will have your picture taken and your index finger scanned.

Luggage:

Once through this part you pick up your bags from the caroarseélproceed to Customs. Make sure
you have not brought anything made from animal products, fruit etc. Though the airline should have
advised you of this before you land in Floritlae amount of luggage you bring will no doubt be
more than you need. It isomething we all do, here though, it is even more so. You will bring stuff
from the UK that will never see the light of day. Mainly because on your first shopping trip you will
see such good bargains for shortshirts, swimming gear etc. You will likeese much more than
those you bought in the UK, so you will start to wear them there. So if you do intend to do some
shopping try and think of this before you leave home. Many people take an empty suitcase with
them or put one inside another one on the oudrd journey. | have done this many times and on
occasion have still had to buy something else to bring the goods home! | will cover shopping a lot
more in detail later in the book.

Car Hire Pick up or Transfer

Final stop, and the last time you will neegly document wallet is to either pick up your rental car

or get your airport transfer to where you are staying. You are finally on your way. Although it sounds
like a lot of hassle it is not really and it is better to be safe than sorry. It is well wartgway! You

can find more information about Car Rental pickup at and at

When you arrive at the car rental desk, whether it be Dollar, Alamo or Budget, you will need to
produce your UK driving licence, both parts, for all the drivers thabarngour vehicle rental

agreement. You will also need your rental voucher. You will have received this either with your
travel documents if you have booked a package holiday or if you booked it direct from one of the
many car rental suppliers on the net. i&gally there is a queue/line here and you normally wait
around 20 minutes. Sometimes if there are a group of people in your party it would be a good idea
to get the driver/drivers to go straight to the rental desks whilst the rest of the group attenldeto t
luggage. It is important that all drivers sign the rental agreement for insurance purposes. You will
have to leave a credit card imprint at the desk atejpending what type of reservation you have,

you have to pay for a tank of fuel at inflated price®aning you can bring the vehicle back empty.
They may try to talk you into upgrading your vehiceless you really dowanti® 2 y Qi 06 2 (i K S NJb
more expensive to do it that way and also you will probably get the vehicle they are trying to get you
to upgrade to anyway as they have run out of your type of vehicle. The latest thing now is to give
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you the option of a daily fee to use the tolls free of charge. This may be of some benefit for those
that have to pass through tolls quite regularly to get taldrom the accommodation. | believe that
you only get charged if you use it, so if you don't pass through a toll for 3 days then there is no
charge. If you do pass through one 10 times one day you only pay the daily rate. Apart from that
don't bother withany of the insurance top ups that they offer if you have purchased all inclusive
from the UK.

Dollar Car Rental:

They will allocate a car for you based on the voucher you have they more than likely will try to talk
you into an upgrade. One thing that mbg of interest, if you decide to visit Florida on a regular

basis, or every year, you can go to the dollar website and sign up for their "Dollar Express" card.
Online you submit all your driving licence details etc. They are then stored on the systehegnd

have a special express line at the desks which has hardly anyone in it, so this can really speed things

up.

Alamo Car Rental:

They will allocate you a car based on your voucher and again will try to get you to upgrade and do all

the things Dollar doYou then go to the garage and get to pick the car that you want from your
OFiS32Nr aSoOiAazy 2F GKS 3JINY3ISod bAOS AF &2dz R2Yy(C

Budget Car Rental:
Much the same procedure as Dollar.

Vehicles get allocated to size of party if bodkbrough a holiday company such as Virgin holidays
etc. The thing to remember about US cars the boot/trunk is normally quite small.

For more information on Car Hixesit.

Collecting your Car and Finding Your Way

This is probably the first time you havedn outside since you landed and hopefully the warm/hot
Florida air will greet you! Herat last!! Finding your vehicle,ith Dollar, they will give you the

agreement at the desk, you need to hand it over to the clerk in a hut inside the cargoaniss he
way,where you will be given the keys to your car, they will also point you in the right direotion

the numbered bay where your car is park&¥lith Alamo, you go find the car in your category and

once you have settled on the one you want you drive Bffe keys are inside the vehicle and as you
leave the Alamo section of the car park there is a booth where you hand over your agresmaent

the operator lets you outnlall cases though, once you find your vehicle take a quick look around it
and make suwr there is no damage to it. Adjust the mirrors and seats (most are electric operated by
a switch down the side of the seat). Turn the key in the ignition and start the engine, most cars run
very quiet on tick over. If you have never driven an automatiotaefput yourright foot on the

brake pedal and selectthegedr2 dz ¢ yi SAGKSNIJ a5¢ O65NAR@GS0O (2 32 7
backwards mostly the parking brake is not engaged but if it is release it. A lot of cars have a pedal
that you push down to egage the parking brake and a pull out lever to release it just at the bottom

of the dash, although one or two have a push on push off action. Once it is disengaged release your
foot of the brake and the vehicle will move slowly back or forward whicheéwssther thing for

people new to automatics, forget about your left foot! It is surprising how many people tge

the left foot for braking which results in a classic display of kangaroo petrol!!
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You then head out of the garage car park; this is prop#ietrickiestpart of the journey.

Depending on where you are stayjatgpends on which exit you need to take. Generally, if you are

staying anywhere near Disney, Kissimmee, most of the villa communities or anywhere on the Hwy

192 then you would need thSouth Exit. If you are staying anywhere near International Drive,

Universal or Sea World then you need the North Exit. The North exit leads to the H\{yoi28

(Beachline Expresswaysed to be called the Beeline expresswiiy) & G KS aA dJgoa al @Ay 3
25340 YR ! NBIF ! e KSO20KPaI RYR &F ¥Rl &/ 2021 . Sk OK
this exit unless of course you are staying in Daytona or the Cocoa area. If you take the South EXxit it

leads to the 417 (Toll) This road takes you down toltierstate 4 around the Disney 192 area. It is

handy to take some small denomination Doltélis with you for these tolls or if you have saved

j dzF NI SNE FTNRY &2dzNJ LINB@A2dza GNALIA R2y Qi F2NRSO

Sanford Airport.

Sanford is about 40 minutes frothe Orlando area where you need to l¥8nce you have cleared
immigration and customs and have left the building through the sliding doors. You cross the road
and you will see the car hire building. There you pick up your keys and agreement and walk out to
the car park and collect your car. There are basically 2 ways to get to Orlando and Kissimmee from
here. First, as you leave the airport you will see a sign for the Hwy 417 (Toll). This is the same toll
road that is near Orlando Airport and all you needlb is to stay on that road till you come to the

528 (Beachline Expressway) If you are on International drive area, just follow the signs for the
Convention Center. If you are staying in a villa or Kissimmee then stay on the 417 till you get to the
exit for the 192 or the Interstate 4 to get to the Villa accommodation. The second choice is more for
seasoned US visitors and that is to go past the ramp for the 417 and keep on going till you reach the
interstate 4. Then take the ramp for Tampa. Going this iwaheaper but is a lot busier as you drive
through the city of Orlando, you will also see the turn offs for International Drive, Sea World, the 192
and the 27 where a lot of the villa accommodation is.

Driving in Florida.

Many people on their first visto Orlando or other parts of Florida are filled with trepidation about
driving there. It's not as bad as you think believe me. | would sooner drive there than round some of
our major cities and towns any day.

Things to remember, obviously drive on thght (seems more natural anyway) but this is when you
have to be extra careful, especially when tired after a long flight, first thing in the morning or turning
out of a car park or petrol station for example. | tend to make more mistakes when | retura hom
than | do there.

If you are the driver make sure you carry your driving licence and rental agreement with you in the
vehicle. You could be asked to produbem if stopped by the Police and it is required by law.

Yellow school busesThese have a spetirule that means if they stop to take on or let off

passengers, traffic in both directions must stop too. If goaidriving in the opposite direction on a
duel carriageway then you need not stop.
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Rain:If it rains in Florida it is compulsory to haveuy@ehicle lights on. Rain can be pretty torrential
inFloridaandi KS ¢ A LIS NE&E & dsibifity iRpofmIlioveOatnf waik fir Ihe rain to ease.

Stop Signstt is important that when you come to a stop sign or you are turning right orttikedhe
wheels come to a full stop. It could save you getting a ticket.

Child SeatsChildren under 4 years of age must be seated in a child seat by tawcan bring your
own from the UK or hire one from the car rental desk. (Check Prices/Ailistiivers and adult
passengers must wear seatbelts at all times whether in the front or back.

Drink Drivingis very strict in Florida. It will also invalidate your rental agreement insurance. So if you
drink please don't drive. It is alétegalto have alohol in the car. It needs to be in thrink (Boot).

Turning Right on Reddne good thing is that you can turn Right on a Red traffic light (Unless it says
Gb2 NRARIKUG abazNhe lightg.) Tvalidlights tend to be over the centre of the joncti
rather than the start of it so remember to pull up shorter.

Overtaking (Passing)ou can pass on either side of vehgbs 3 lane highways. However they do
recommendthat you return to the right lane after overtaking.

Giving way at Junctions with npriority : If you come to a crossroads that has no clear priority

vehicles proceed in the order that they arrive at the stop sign. This works surprisingly well. There are
not too many of these thougtyou will only find these on smaller roads such as haysi

communities and | think there is one at the North end of | Drive near the Prime one shopping mall.

Air Conditioning in CardAll of the cars have Air conditioning and you need it too!! After the car
being stood all day long at a theme park it resembBlasething like an oven. What | do is open the
door and start the car, close the door and wait a couple of minutes while the air con blasts away to
cool it down a bit.

Retelling: This is a bit different to the UK. Some of the pumps work differently tdJtkenvolving

lifting the nozzle housing to start the fuel flow. Also many Gas Stations insist on pre payment of fuel.
Gas prices are still higher than they were a few years ago but are still a lot cheaper than the UK. Just
also bear in mind that somethiritke a Dodge Durango, a lovely vehicle but will only give you
something like 1215 miles to the Gallon.

Road Signst KS&aS GSyR G2 y2d4 3IAGS | 20 2F gFNYyAy3I az
miss your exit as most places have gaps where yow-tam, except the interstate where you will

just have to go to the next exit. You will experience a lot-tifras as this is quite the norm. It is the

only way to access some places especially on International Drive. You can see where you want to be

but the is a grass central reservation preventing you so what you do is go further down the road and

do a uturn at the lights (If permitted) or there will be a section cut out of the central reservation to

allow for uturns. The older section of | drive istreoproblem as there is no reservation.

Speeding Ticket€an be quite expensive in Florida and generally they do drive slower than we do in
the UK so be aware of this. Also if there is an area where there are construction workers the fines
are doubled.
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Places to Stay

We have been travelling to Florida for the Last 16 years on trips lasting from 3 weeks to 12 weeks
and over that time we have built up a wealth of knowledge which we can now share with you taking
the time and guesswork out of your plannirfidhe aim is to save you time and money. Why give a

high street travel agent your hard earned cash? They have had it good for many years and now since
the birth of the Internet they are really feeling the pinch. It is so easy now to plan and book your trip,

using several different suppliers if you know where to look.

Choosing the type of accommodation you need is pretty much an individual choice. Some people
preferilla, condo or @cation home accommodation while others prefer hotel accommodation

either onthe ever popular International Drive or the Hwy 192 area in Kissimmee. Hotels come with
either two double beds (Queen) or one King size. Both places have their merits but | always used to
prefer the International Drive area. It never ceases to amaze mewheatch some of these

satellite TV travel channels how they put up the price on screen of some hotel or other stating that

GKS LINAOS A& Cwha MEEE

the supplements as therearebré H a KI NA y 3

n akKFNAYy3a G§KS NI
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price range that it is not that cheap! You can do it on your own quite easily and save yourself a
bundle in the process.am now a little biased towards villa accommodation as this &t Wwhave
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have. The way works is you visit the site and either enter your search
requirements or browse the many villas on offer. Then contact the owners of the properties you are
interested in. They will then email you baekh a price for your stay, if they have the availability,

giving the total cost with no hidden charges. You know no exactly where you are staying and what

the accommodation is like. Unlike a tour operator, where you get your villa allocated on arnigal. T
canbeabithitandmiss.iT O2dzZ R 6S Ay Fy I NBI GKIFIG @2dz RARY Qi
north and you wanted the sun all day, the community may not be as close to the shops and

attractions as other communities. However, having saith#| staying in a villa offers so much more
FTNBESR2YS LINAGI Oé FyR FtSEAO0AfAGE (KIyYy K238t NR2Y
one room at home, why should you when on vacation? Most villas these days have games rooms

with pool tabks etc, high speed internet connections, some offer free long distance and

international phone calls, many are situated on golf courses and one thing they all offer is all the

comforts of home. Pools can be heated if you wish for an additional fee althtuglis only really
recommended between the months of November and April. If you wish to prepare any meals while

you are there, there is always a fully equipped kitchen with all the mod cons, even if you used it for
breakfast for the kids in the mornisgOr if you decide to order takeout food you could use the

RAYAY3 NR2Y®P ¢KS 2GKSNJ IANBI G LXdzaz Aa GKFEG AG vy
especially if travelling in larger groups.

da™y

| do appreciate that for people visiting Florida for thstftime may want to get a package deal so
that have nothing to worry about. | think though, that once they have done the first visit they would
feel more confident to tackle a dib-yourself holiday.

Hotels & Motels

There are some lovely hotels along imtational drive and it is packed with shops and restaurants. It

is ideal for non drivers (though | do recommend having a car) as there are plenty of places within
walking distance, including Point Orlando which is a shopping centre with multi screen @ndma

lots of restaurants and designer shop®rive is crossed by Sand Lake roattivie to the South of

Sand Lake is the Plaza end with newer buildings and is a little more landscaped and pleasing to the
eye. The north end is older and is a little momgested and has some of the cheaper hotels

situated there. Hotels | can recommend edrive are ****Rosen Plazéovely hotel with an
SEOSttSyl LR2td a2NB adzZA SR G2 LIS2LX S gAilK2dzi OK
that the hotel is a@se to The Orange County Convention Centre and does attract a lot of business
people who tend not to travel with their families. **Rosen Centethe same applies to this hotel

as with Rosen Plaza. The owner of these hotels hasgepies on iDrive anda golf ourse nearby.
Another is ***Quality Inn Plazaituated right next door to the Rosen Plaza. Clean rooms situated in

6 blocks with 3 swimming pools this is a cheaper hotel but still a nice place to stay. Right next door
to an excellent, though pricey¥Chinese restaurant called Ming Codutts also closto Pizza Hut,

Sizzlers and just across from Pointe Orlando. This hotel is the first of my recommendations that has
outside landings on the floors. There is another Quality Inn just over Sand Lakeattzdl Quality

Inn International. This one, in our opinion, is not as nice as the aforementioned one. On the North
Side of {drive there is the ***Holiday Inn Internationallf you choose to stay here make sure you

stay in the main hotelower block as his has one main block with internal landings and several out
buildings with the motel type of rooms having external landings plus the rooms are bigger and better
furnishedin the tower.
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For those of you that would prefer a suitbere are several alonthe drive. We have stayed in a

couple of them onésthe *** Homewood Suitesa little more expensive and consists of a sitting

area withTV and a kitchenette plus an-snite bedroom with a King size bed and TV. The sofa in the

sitting area converts to augen sized bed. The othersuch as, Ameuites, Hawthorn Suites and

Embassy Suites alte pretty much the same as this. These have all been built in the last few years

and are very modern. Most of these suites include a continental type breakfast maning. All of

GKSY 2FFSNI O2YLX AYSY(dlINE O2FFSSd 2KSy ¢S aidlesSR
buffet from around 5 till 7 where they served tit bits like chicken wings etc. For accommodation in

and around this area we can recommeid http://iwww.knowbeforeugo.com/

they did used to have an office oB5INA @S | yR (GKS O2NY¥ySNI 2F {FyR [I1S
car park and walk to a small group of shops on the corner. If you ce@ Year accommodation till
YSIFENBNI @2dzNJ RSLI NIidzZNB RIFGS 3A@S GKSY | OFffd ¢KS
as they are always having special offers on. We have used them to book beach accommodation

while we are there when we have popg to the beach at Fort Myers for a few days. They will save

you money. The thing to remember is that as with all US accommodation the price is for the room

not per person. Another link to try is although they are not always cheapest.

ClosetoBE NA GBS IINB ! yADGSNAFIE {GdzRA2az {SI -R&®NIR FyR 2
trolley that travels up and downDrive and it cas something likéb1 per trip no matter where you
get off. Or you can buy a day pass for $3.

Brand new to the International Drive area is Floridays Resort. These are privately owned

condominiums that you can rent out. They are 2 or 3 Bedroom condos with kitchen, dining area and

many nice facilities. The prices gedtstart from $170 per night for a 2 bedroom, which will sleep up

to 6 people. Each condo boasts a 37inch High Definition Plasma TV and DVD player in the lounge and
HTAYOK ¢+2Qa Ay G(GKS 20KSNJ 0SRNR2Ya®d ¢ KSoNBs. 61 & KSNE
So sounds pretty good. If you divide the cost by those staying there it offers pretty good value.

Hwy 192

The 19Xtretches for miles from Hwy 27 to the west and to the Florida Turnpike and beyond to the
East. This road is older thadtive and wasne of the first to develop when Walt Disney arrived in
Florida. This area is closer to Disneyworld and is also good for the non driver as most hotels and
motels provide complimentary shuttles to the Disney theme parks. There is a huge amount of hotels,
flea markets, shops and restaurants along the 192. Most of the accommodation is budget hotels and
motels most are clean and there are some good bargains to be had. Know before you go can provide
accommodation there too. There are Ramada, Days Inns, Qumed#yand Holiday Inns to name just

a few. The 192 is a very busy road as most people take this road into the Disney Theme Parks. It is
also busy at night and sometimes, depending on the location of your hotel room you can hear the
traffic at night. My adice would be to take a hotel that is set further back from the 192.

Lake Buena Vista

This area is close to Disney Property, in fact, some hotels are situated adjacent to Downtown Disney,
Pleasure Island and Disney Market Place. Just down the road isQigney¢ € LIK2 2y [ | 322y 0O
Park) these hotels are a bit more upmarket here are some examples, Hilton, Doubletree, Courtyard

by Marriott, Grosvenor and Wyndham Palace resort and spa plus many mbese are all

moderate hotels. Many are within walking digtddS (2 5AadaySeQa al NJSGLX I OS:
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close by including the Premium Outlets Shopping Mall.
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Orlando

The City beautiful

The city is well kwn for the many tourist attractions in the area, in particular the neaisit
Disney World Resagrvhich is located ihake Buena Vistabout 20miles (32km) south of Orlando
vialnterstate 4 Other famous area attractions inclu@&eawWorldand UniversalOrlando Resort

The area sees an estimated 52 million tourists a year. Orlando has the second largest number of
hotel rooms in the country, just beatdyy Lasvegas. Building is still continuing at a terrific rate so it
may not be the case soon! It ilsa one of the busiest American cities for conferences and
conventions with theDrange County Convention Centarhich is the country's second largest in
square footage.

The biggest turning point for Orlando was the arrivialValt Disney World in 196Fhe purchase of

the land that is now Walt Disney World was shrouded in secrecy. The land was bought by many
small companies, showing no connection to Walt Disney. The speculation was rife as to who these
companies were and what they were going to do with lued. Disney did this for a couple of

reasons; one was after he built Disneyland in California, land was bought up around him by other
companies and he was unable to expand. The other reason was that once a landowner got wind of
who wanted to buy the lanthe price would sky rocket!

Walt Disney World as we know it today is the Size of San Francisco in area, with plenty of
conservation area around all the theme parks and acconhation.

The Climate

Orlando has a warm and humsdbtropicalclimate, and thee are two major seasons each year. The
summer season is hot and rainy, lasting from May until October. The winter is a cooler season
November through to March that brings cooler temperatures and less frequent rainfall. During the
height of Orlando's veryumid summer season, temperatures rarely fall below 70 °F (21 °C), and
daytime highs average in the 90s {32 °C). Although the city rarely records temperatures over 100
°F (38 °C), extreme humidity often pushes fieat indexto over 110 °F (45 °C). The/s highest
recorded temperature is 102 °F (39 °C), set in 1998. During these months, strong afternoon
thunderstorms occur almost daily. These storms are caused by air masses fr@ultlod Mexico

and theAtlantic Ocearcolliding over Central Floridand they often bring higlwind, damagindhail,
heavyrainfall, sometimes several inches per hour, and violatitning

The Dining

Eating out in the US is fun and very enjoyable. The meals are generally very good with portion size

being much biggerthat KS ' Y® 1 £ Y2ad lfglea ¢S /2FFSS |yR
LISNE2YY St é¢ 41 AGSNE 9 41 AGNBaasSa o mGNBweNEan > o6 NI 3
the UK They therefore rely on tips to make up their wages. Hence the servieadsaily very good

if not a little over the top. As a Brit | tend to find this a bit strange as we are used to being served by

people who get paid the same no matter how the service has been and whether or not the server

can be bothered to be polite andvgi a smile. | like the way it is done in the US.
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Tipping

When it comes to tipping, if you are happy with the service you should tip between 26% of the

check (Bill) totalnot including thetase | y F2 Nlidzy I 6 St & (GKS . NARdaA R2y Qi
tipping in Orlando. One other thing most places add the gratuity to the check for parties of 6 or

Y2NB>X S@PSYy AF 2yS 2NJ Y2NB IINB AyFlryidaod {2 |tglea:
added.Buffet type restaurants, you should tip around-$2The thing is if the service was poor or

the food was less than satisfactory then you do not need to tip these amounts. | have been in a

restaurant with just my wife, and to my annoyance, | have been given the check with the tip already

added. This | beli@d was just because | was a Brit and the wéstwver thought | might skimp on

the tip! The reason | was annoyed was because | thought it was presumptuous of the guy to tar me

with the same brush. Then after | had got him to remove the tip and had coold a bit, |

suppose | did see his point. Where he should have been getting a tip of say $12, he may have only

got $5 from the average Birit.

Around Orlando at most times of the year there are often long waits to get to the popular
restaurants. So you Whave to make sure that you either arrive early or late. Generally they get
busy from 6pm to about 8pm. On a few menus the Entree (Main Course), includes a choice of soup
or house salad. They serve the salad up as a starter. The desserts in the USitemplite big and
sometimes very sweet but some are really delicious!! It is quite acceptable to order one sweet and
more than one spoon.

Here are some recommended plate eat in the Orlando area.
Chilis Bar & Grill

Type of FoodTex Mex, Ribs, ChickdBurgers, Fajitas, Sandwiches etc.
Price Range:Low- Moderate

Chilis is a favourite of many who visit Orlando. The food is generally quite good and the portion sizes
are quite big. First Course includes such dishes as

TRIPLE DIPPER:k three favoutes! Served with dipping sauceBoneless Shanghai Wings
Southwestern EggrollsBoneless Buffalo Wing®Vings Over Buffalo®Chicken Crispers@®iot

Spinach & Artichoke DiFried Cheese.

AWESOME BLOSSOM® they bring together theirltetieted andseasoned, fried colossal onion

and their famous seasoned sauce for an awesome treat.

CLASSIC NACHOS Their nachos have beans, queso with a hint of seasoned beef, cheese and
jalapenos on every chip. Served with pico de gallo and sour cream.

Main course exarples are,

HONEY BBQ SIRLOIN 8 oz. sirloin grilled with a honey BBQ sauce. Served w/your choice of two sides
and garlic toast,

CAJUN RIBEYE 12 oz. ribeye steak seasoned with Cajun spices and topped with roasted herb jus &
spicy Cajun butter. Served witlbyr choice of two sides and garlic toast,

MARGARITA GRILLED CHICKEN They start with tender, juicy chicken breast, marinate it with their
classic Margarita flavouring and grill it to perfection. Served with rice, black beans, tortilla strips &

pico de gab,

CAJUN CHICKEN PASTA Sliced;sessoned chicken breast on penne pasta with creamy Alfredo
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sauce, seasoned tomatoes, Parmesan cheese and garlic toast.

L 21b¢ a,X.!. ., .1/Y wL.{ 'ff 2F 2dzNJ NARo& | NB &aYz2

order. Served with your choice of two sides. Grilled Baby Back Ribdl rack of any one flavor.

CITRUS FIRE CHICKEN AND SHRIMP their citrus Margarita Grilled Chicken topped with spicy garlic &
lime shrimp and pico de gallo. Served sizzling with onicglspbppers and chimichurri (cilantro,

garlic & lime) sauce.

Desserts include:

MOLTEN CHOCOLATE CAKE Warm chocolate cake with chocolate fudge filling. Topped with vanilla
ice cream under a crunchy chocolate shell.

CHEESECAKE Rich, smooth and creamy chkese@r strawberry sauce.

SWEET SHOTS Finish off the festivities with a sweet little ending! Pick your favorite or choose any
three to create your own sampler. Seven Layers of ChoceBtimwberry Wave Cheesecakbutch

Apple Caramel Cheesecake.

Thereare quite a few of them around Orlando. The nearest to Villa and Hotel accommodation are
listed below.

Champions GateChili's

8180 Laura Lane

Davenport, FL 33896

407-396-2180

KissimmeeChili's

5340 W Irlo Bronson Mem Hwy 192
Kissimmee, FL 34746

407-396-4333

Lake Buena Vist&hili's

12172 S Apopk¥ineland Rd
Orlando, FL 32836

407-239-6688

| Drive-Chili's

7021 International Dr

Orlando, FL 32819

407-352-7618

Tony Romas

¢ 2y e ws2oNeofbar fakourite places. There is only one now in and around the ttavess
and that is on | drive. They have the best Ribs in town and on Mondays they do the endless racks
that cost $4 more than usual but you can keep ordering them till you explode!

They serve up warm, freshly baked bread to either eat with your metal wibble on whilst you
wait. The ice cold draught beers are so welcoming especially in the warm night air. We choose to sit
outside if the weather permits.
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You have to try the Baked Potato Soup as a starter it is great! It comes with all the dresdirags tha
loaded baked potato does suels, grated cheese, bacon b#tsd chives and has real chunks of
baked potato in it.

Needless to say the ribs take some beating there are several varieties not just the famous baby
backs. You can have other ribs basteddanchoice of sauce such as Carolina Honeys, Blue ridge
Smokies and Tony Romas Red Hots. You could have a sampler which gives you a mixture of them.

Another favourite is the Onion Loaf that comes with Tony Romas BBQ dipping sauce. Excellent!
Orlando {Drive

Orlando 32819
407-248-0094

Carrabbas

Yet another one of our favourite places to eat, there are so many! There are a couple of them in the
area. One is locatl in theFormosa Gardenarea on the 192 at 7890 W. Irlo Bronson Hwy.
Kissimmee, FL 34747 (407) 38D0. You need to get here early as it gets very busy and for good
reason the food is excellent. As the name suggests it is Italian food but with diffileence. You

can see the food being cooked and there is a large, brick, open flamed oven where they cook the
wood fired pizzas.

There are lots of pictures on the wall showing early Italian immigrant life in the US with pictures of
oneofthefounders5 YA 'Y / F NN} ool Qa FFEYAfe& FyR DN}YYR t I NS
K2 AYYAINFXrGSR G2 GKS '{ Ay GKS fI0S mynnQao {2
are very friendly and helpful. The menu has a very wide choice. They have Amtigastich things

F& /FEFYFENRAET /N6 OF1Sa YR {KNAYLI {OF YLIA odzi L
Chicken Soup. You can get cup size or bowl size. | have to have the bowl size it is served in something
resembling the size of a large adlserving bowl and is wonderful.

They make everything from scratch at Carrabbas. They bring out fresh baked warm bread. The cup

size is a more regular soup serving and should leave you with plenty of room for the main course and
possibly dessert. Dawn seetimes has the homemade Minestrone. For the main course they offer

4dzOK GKAy3a & 222R CANBR tATTFQa adzOK Fa al NAI N
KFEgS aANAEESR {lfY2y> [/ KAO]1SY 05 ¢y Qasal@wind2 dzNA G S0
sauce. Pasta dishes include Scampi Damian and Lobster Ravioli. Under the Italian specialties there is
Lasagne, Spaghetti, served with Meat sauce, homemade meatballs or Italian sausage. | quite like the
Chicken Parmesan you can have it with sgiglor any of the veg of the day. | have it with garlic

mashed potatoes.

¢tKSe KIFI@S a2YSGKAY3I FT2NI SOSNB2yS AyOtdzZRAYy3a (KS |
as Spaghetti and meatballs, Cheese or Pepperoni pizza, Ravioli, Chicken Fingiekenrteast.

For dessert, if | have room | favour the Tiramisu. If you are at the other end of town i.e. near

Universal Studios there is another one there not quite as busy as the 192 location. Here is the

address Just off Kirkman Road. On Vineland Rodando, FL 32819. (407) 33377 5701 if you are
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around the Florida Mall area then give this a try 1001 Sandlake Rd. Orlando, FL 32809 (407) 888
2727.

Perkins Family Restaurants

Perkins Restaurants offer excellent value. They are very reasonablgt prideserve American home
style cooking. We especially like the breakfasts and some of the dinners that they do where they
serve some niceegetables

Breakfasts: | normally have a Classic egg favourite that comes with 2 Eggs, Hash Browns or Breakfast
potatoes, choose from: Smoked Bacon, Canadian Bacon, Sausage Links or Sausage Patties. Served
with either Pancakes (4J,0ast or Muffin. This normallyosts around $7. They averyflexible and

can do most requests that you may ask for.

There are several ima around the Orlando Area. There is one on the Hwy 27 at the junction with
the Interstate 4. S@s within easy reach of a lot of Villa communities. There is one on the corner of
Poinciana Boulevard and Hwy192 again handy for villa communities such e®&agl Cumbrian
Lakes, Terra Verde to name but a few. Another one can be found in the heart of International Drive
on the corner with SathLake road. You carsuallyspot Perkins from a distance as they haveuge

US flag flying high aboveeir properties.

These restaurants offer excellent value for money and are ideal for those wanting to go a little
cheaper on dining some days. They do the usual burgers etc, but also do dinners too with things like
pot roast, and meat loaf etc. All suretofilyolrRan A & 62y Q4G o NBF{ GKS o6Fyl o

Ponderosa

Pondeosa and others such as Sizzlers and GolderalGwe basically allou can eat joints. Though,
PondNR al OFff AdG a!ft &2dz OFLNB G2 SIKraGé¢ Ay OFrasS |y

| personally am not that keen on thesortsof places. | mean, they do offer great value and the

place is always very busy, mostly with Brits but the food is not the best in my opinion. Basically how
it operates is, say you choose to go fiimner;the basic buffet costs something like $$8 then you

buy your dinks which could be another $3. You can now help yourself as many times as you wish
from the buffet containing things like chicken wings, pasta and meat sauce, mashed potatoes,
chicken nuggets, tacos and chilli, huge variety ofdsafad fruit along with other stuff.

Or you can order an entrée (main course) which includes the buffet in with the price. Entrees start at
around $10 for something like a small steak with baked potato.

The breakfasts are again buffet style and this imesthing | am not keen on, | prefer to have fried

eggs etc. This is scrambled eggs and bacon, sausage and the usual breakfast eats. There is plenty of
fruit and cereals for the kids. | suppose it is a good deal at the price, which is around $4 each
excludirg drinks. know people on a budget do use places like this to fill up for the day and just grab

a snack later, before having their evening meal.
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There are many of these places around the area. Rahderosathere are 2 on-Drive, | think
there may be a&ouple on the 192 as wellf you visit the site on the net you can even get a 10% off
coupon http://www.ponderosaorlando.com/pages/coupons/Ponderosa%20Adult%20Coupon.pdf

Cracker Barrel

G/ NI O1SNJ .  NNBf 2fR O2dzy i N2 dnyi @ NIBSE KKX & ND a i K SN
lives up to it, with the food, décor and right down to the rocking chairs on the porch. I love this

restaurant the store part has many fascinating items that cannot be bought anywhere else other

than Cracker Barrel. Thiare very popular with just about everyone as you will notice how full the

car park is when you pass one.

The food is quite reasonably priced and does have a country theme to it. | love the Roast beef

dinner, with baby carrots, mashed potato and greemihg you do get to choose your veg, but that

is what | like. The beef is slow cooked fdhburs and is very tender and tasty. They have a daily

special which is not normally on the merun a Saturdaytry the chicken & riceMondayis fried

porkchops¥ R a2 2y ® L (KA Y. The@ NEuRltodh@something of théirenwthatO K A LJa
you like. Do a search for them on the net and take a look at the menus. Plus you can find one close

to where you are staying. They are pretty much all over the plespecially close to the interstates.

Ming Court

LT &2dz tA1S / KAySaS F22R @&2dz gAfft f20S GKAA LI I C
authentic looking design. It is situated on the Plaza end of | Drive, towards the conventien cent

The restaurant itself is wonderfully designed and gives an authentic feel to the place. | always judge

a restaurant like Chinese, Indian or Thai etc, by the number of their own countrymen dining there

and this one has lots! There is a Sushi bar ifricknation takes you. | personally have never tried

that. The cost to dine here is a bit more than average but well worth it. The portions are quite big

and an entrée can easily be shared. They have Chinese musicians to entertain you too.

Onthe subject® / KAYS&aS F22RX (GKSNB IINB | ydzYoSNI 2F /[ KA
around the tourist areas of Orlando. | have yet to find one that | could honestly say is excellent. The
food can be a bit tasteless and not presented well. It may worthdrgime you may feel different.

Siam Orchid

This restaurant serves Thai food and in my opimiagwvery goodIf you look in the coupon books
there is always a discount coupon for 15% off the total bill. The owgrexs a lot of the herbs
themselves orgaically. The inside of the restaurant is cosy and fairly private.

This is just a small samples@ime of the restaurants we have been to and either like or dislike in
Orlando.
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Chapter 6:0rlando Theme Parks

There is possibly nowhere on the planet wishmaany theme parks and water parks for visitors as
there is in Orlando. There is of course the most famous and popular ones belonging to the Walt
Disney empire, but the other ones offer just as much if not more fun for all the family.

Walt Disney World

These set of 4 theme parks and 2 water parks was all started back in 1965 when work began on The
Magic Kingdom, it was a dream that Walt had but would never live to see it completed. He died
during the construction of it. His brother took over and saw ibtigh only to die himself a little

more than 3 months afteits completion.

The size of Walt Disney World is that of San Francisco, some 55 square miles. They were determined
not to find themselves in the same situation as Disneyland California, with mo twexpand.

The next park to be built was EPCOT, followed by the Disney MGM Studios and finally Animal
Kingdom.

The Magic Kingdom

The Magic Kingdors probably the most popular and most famous of all @#andotheme parks.

It has a magical attractiorf both adults and children alike. It is situated about 15 minutes from
International Drive and around the same time from most of @iando Villacommunities. If you

are driving it is very easy to find as it is well signposted. A lot of hotels and ratiezlgither a paid

or free shuttle service to and from Disney parks. The only down fall is you are governed to their drop
off and collection times. Getting to the actual Magic Kingdom involves arriving at the transportation
and ticketing center car parhen you have the choice of getting either the monorail or the ferry
across the Seven Seas lagoon. Why not take the monorail one way then come back via ferry the
other way? Make use of the free fast pass system. Fast passes work by inserting your &ssney p
into the machine, it then prints out a ticket with two times on it these are the times you can return
between to access the ride quicker.

TIP: Watch out for the "EMH" this is Disney’s Extra Magic Hours these are days that participating
parks open eawir and stay open later just for Disney hotel guests. So the parks will be fuller than if
they were not EMH so try to avoid going on those days. It's a good idea to go the day after an EMH
as then a lot of the Disney guests will have visited the day beifiodewill probably be in another

EMH park. Also when you do visit the park, try and get there early and head right into the park and
do the attractions and rides furthest away from the entrance then work your way back. Have a good
idea of the rides you wartb do first.
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The Magic Kingdom is divided up into 7 different "Lands" they are as follows:
e Main Street USA
e Adventureland
e Frontierland
e Liberty Square
e Fantasyland
e Mickey's Toon Town Fair

e Tomorrowland

Main Street USA

This area is full of Disney gi®where you can buy souvenirs and all kinds of Disney merchandise.
There are Ice Creaparloursand Candy Stores too. You can also board the Walt Disney Railroad
which encircles the theme park, stopping at Toon Town and Frontier land. There is alkowhe s
"Cinderellabration" which takes place on the stage at the front of Cinderella’s Castle.

Main Street is designed, through forced perspective, to look as if it's much longer than it is when
you'rewalking towards the castleln the mornings, you are all excited and have the energy to walk.
When you're walking away from the castle towards the exit, it looks shoA&,it is believed

that most people walk on the right side of the street, so, all the food shops are on theaggiau

enter for those wanting breakfastyhen you are coming out, all the shops on your right have gifts
and souvenirs.

Adventureland

Moving around the park we have Adventureland. Here you canSimids Family Robinson Tree
housewhere you and your kids can climb over rope walkwaays discover this huge tree house.
The Jungle cruisis a boat ride through jungle areas of the world, such as those found near the
Amazon River or Asia, featuring Audinimatronic animals. A little dated now though and not very
convincing.The Gold Camel in front of th&laddinride in Adventurelands controlled by someone
hidden nearby and shoots water ahknowing guests as they walk by.

The Pirates othe Caribbeara dark ride on a boat through pirate scenes using Addionatronics.
Now updated (2006) after the new film starring Johnny Depp as Captain Jack Sparrow.

Rumour has it that years ago, a maintenama@ker or Imagineer named George was killed during
the building of the Pirates rideThey say his ghost haunts thde to this day.The workers have to
say "goodnight George" before they shut down the ride each night, or thmagbe problems with
the ride the next dayWhen asked if the attendant said goodnight to Georgerdmdied of course!
We don't want the ide to break down!
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Frontierland

Country Bear JamboreeAnimatronic bears sing classic country soSggas Mountainis a very

popular ride for all the family and one that is not over too quickly it is a log flume, based on the
stories of Brer Rabbit, Brer Fox and other characters from the Disney movie Song of the South,
ending with a 5 storey drop into the iar patch.Big Thunder Mountaira roller coaster, designed to
look like a runaway mining train. This ride is right next to Splash Mountain and is also very popular.

TIP:it is an idea to wait in line for one of these rides and get a fast pass for the dibvea Sawyer
Island a small island, reachable by raft, on which there are caves and a fort to explore.

Liberty Square

The Hall of Presidents show featuring an Audi@nimatronic version of every United States
President. This may not be for the young@s.The Haunted Mansiona dak ride through a

haunted houseavith some spooky special effectst the haunted mansion, there is a wedding ring
embedded in the concrete near the main gates. It was said to have been thrown there by the wife
from the attic window and trampledhto the ground by the invisible horse

Liberty Square Riverboaf ravel through the Rivers Of America on Lthleerty Belle alarge
riverboat thatencirclesTom Sawyer Island.

Fantasyland

Those ofyou with small children will have a hard time leaving this altsaa small worldis a dark

ride through colourful stylised representations of many countrieswilube fed up with hearing

that song by the endfahe ride!t S G S NJ t [, afi&lardeGrf a’piBaté &hip flying over London

and through scenes from Peter Patickey's PhilharMagica 3D movie experience, starring Mickey
and Donald!

Cinderella's Golden Carrousehe oldest ride in the park, a carousel built in New Jersey, later
moved toWalt Disney World. Its theme was updated to be based on the Disney movie Cinderella.
Dumbo the Flying Elephanthe prototypical Dumbsstyle ride has elephant shaped vehicles, which
rise off of the ground, supported by a rotating structugnow White's 8ary Adventuresa dark

ride through scenes from Snow White and the Seven Dwalnis.Many Adventures of Winnie the
Pooh a dark ride through scenes from the Winnie the Pooh stories. Mad Tea Party, a ride in spinning
teacups based on the Disney moikiceIn Wonderland. Pooh's Playful Spa children's play area
designed as the Hundreficre WoodCinderella's Castlewalk through the icon of the park; contains
mosaics telling the story of Cinderella.

-EAEAUBO 4111 41 x1 &AEO

The Barnstormer at Goofy's Wigere FarmA small steel roller coaster, designed to look like a
plane in the barnstorming era. Mickey's Country House, a walkthrough attraction, a humorous house
and garden for Mickey Mouse, with many items for children to play Wiihnie's Country Hous, a
walkthrough attraction, a humorous house and garden for Minnie Mouse, with many items for
children to play with and some great photo backdropenald's Boata children's play area, shaped
like a boat for Donald Duck, with many sources of water. TRemk, Kids can enjoy playing in this
miniature playground oontown Hall Of FameMeet classic Disney characters here today! Walt
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Disney World Railroad’ oontown Fair Station, Ride around The Magic Kingdom on this railroad with
stops in Main Street, U.S,Arontierland and Mickey's Toontown Fair.

Tommorrowland

Tomorrowland Indy Speedway, a simulated racetrack with small gas/getweéred race cars.
Space Mountainwhich includes 2 irabr roller coasters in the darldlso known as the tallest
mountain inFloridal!! Can be long waits for this ride as it is very popésiro Orbiter,a raised
Dumbostyle ride in rocket ship§omorrowland Transit Authority(originally called the WEDway
People Mover), a gentle people mover ride over Tomorrowland. You gektavkat Space
Mountain looks like on the inside. Nice to sit on this ride for a MAdlt Disney's Carousel of
Progress an audieanimatronic stage show about changing lifestyles, shown in a rotating building,
which debuted at the 1964 New York World'srFia shows too, a bit boring and dateBuzz
Lightyear's Space Ranger Spandark ride, based on Toy Story, with "laser guns" to shoot targets
and score points. Good fuBtitch's Great Escapia which Stitch from Lilo & Stitch escapes from a
prisoner eleportation tube and wreaks comical chaos throughout the audience.

Strollers/Pushchairs can be hired for the day from the Guest services area at the entrance to MK as
are wheel chairs and motorised chairs for people who can't walkr farWith strollers though it is a

good idea to buy one frorval*Mart for around $16$15 and then leave it behind when you leave
Florida. Also a lot ofilla ownersprovide themfree of chargéf you are staying a in a villa.

Remember if you have a Disney Pass with parkpimgpyou only need to pay car parking once per

day.
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EPCOT

Experimental Prototype Community Of Tomorrowhis was the second of the theme parks to join
Walt Disney World. The park opened on October 1, 1982, and was naRe@Tenter from 1982

to 1993. It vas the largest Disney theme park in the world until 1998, when DisAajrsal
Kingdomopened. The park consists of two sections, Future World and World Showcase. Epcot has
become a permanent display of the world's nations. EPCOT combines education adiemtent

both together very well.

Futureworld

Future World consists of a several areas called pavilions that explore innovative aspects and
applications of technologyspaceship EarthiThe eighteerstory-tall sphere covered in over 11,000
triangular siler panels is the gateway to Future World. Situated inside is arsloving continual

dark ride through the history of communication, focusing on the development of different cultures
and the future of technology. On the top of the sphere, the Sorcereréyjiskhand and wand point

to the name Epcot. At 256 feet (78 m) high, the hand and wand is the tallest structure at any Walt
Disney World parkThis has just been remodelled and now contains the voice of Dame Judi Dench.

Innoventions located in two pavilins (hamednnoventions Easand Innoventions West) houses
handson exhibitions from various science and technology oriented companies such as IBM and
Segway. There are the latest computer games and you can even send a thenagiddcsomeone

back home. ¥ry good for all the familyJniverse of EnergyShowingellen's Energy Adventure,

show starring Ellen DeGeneres, Bill Nye, Jamie Lee Curtis, Alex Trebek, and " Albert Einstein" in an
episode of Jeopardy!. The categories are about energy and how weageraard harvest it. (Michael
Richards, "Kramer" from Seinfeld, has a brief cameo in the show as a caveman who discovers fire.)
The audience's seats are actually large vehicles which move slowly through the attraction and are
partially powered by solar cslbon the building's rooMission: SPACERimulates the training

required to be member of the space progra@ary Sinisés the guide through a "mission to Mars"

in a spinning centrifuge gravity simulator, which lets guests feel what it's like to blastsofbcket.

Can be a bit intense, though, they now have a version of the ride that doesn't use the centrifuge..

Test TrackGuests sit in sigeater cars and experience the wide range of testing that automobiles
must go through before they are approveat imass production. Cars in the ride pass through
extreme temperatures, over rough surfaces, and around high speed turns, exhilarating.

The Living Sea®©ne of the largest indoor aquariums in the world, setup to appear as the-seap
research station Sedase Alpha. You can view many different aquatic animals such as manatees
while learning about the preservation of the Seas. For a fee, guests with certified diving credentials
can join a group dive in the aquarium itself. The pavilion is also home tie Taitk with Crush, a

show starring Crush, the Sea Turtle, from the flimding NemoThe LandContains various

attractions dealing with human interaction with natutgving with the Landakes you on a boat

ride through a working greenhous€&he GarderGrill Restauranslowly rotates, offering views of

the Living with the Land rideand serves meals containing food growiire LandSoarin',a copy

of Soarin' Over California from Disney's California Adventure, opened here in May 2005, along with a
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remodelled pavilion. Be warned as this is a new attraction queues/lines for it are very long. Get there
early for a fast pass. Also there is a showing of the movie chilecCircle Of Lifestarring the
characters fronThe Lion King.

Imagination! ContainsJaurney Into Imagination a lighthearted ride starring Eric Idle and the Epcot
mascot Figment. It encourages guests to use their senses and their imagitaggmation! also
containsHoney, | Shrunk the Audience:3-D short film featuring Eric Idle, RiMoranis, and the

rest of the cast of the filnoney, | Shrunk The Kid&.demonstration of a new invention
inadvertently shrinks the entire theater. It is a great attraction for all the family.

World Showcase

Consists of eleven pavilions, in clockwisgesr Mexico, Norway, China, Germany, Italy, United

States of America, Japan, Morocco, France, the United Kingdom, and Canada. Norway and Morocco
were added after the parks opening. Each "Country" contains representative shops and restaurants
and is staffecby people from these countries, many of them college students. Some also contain
rides and shows. Each pavilion is paid for by the country it represents.

Disney opens World Showcase late (usually 11:00 AM) and closes Future World early (usually 7:00
PM, except forTest Track, Mission: SPACE, Spaceship Earth, and Sehiafi sometimes remain

open until park closing). Unlike other Disney parks, which do not serve alcohol, restaurants and
stores in the World Showcase do serve alcohol from their respeativetiées, and beer is also sold

at refreshment stands throughout Epcot. Each Pavilion sells food from their homeland normally 3 or
4 choices of eating places from high priced gourmet food to quick snacks.

A thirteenrminute fireworks show takes place in thi¢orld Showcase Lagoogvery night at the

park's closing time; normally 9:00 PM. Fireworks and lasers fill the sky above Epcot while a stirring
musical score plays over the loudspeakers. The current show isltitledNations: Reflections of
Earthand pemiered as part of the park's millennium celebration in 2000. Reflections of Earth tells
the story of the planet and is split into three movements titled "Chaos," "Order," and "Meaning." the
lagoon is surrounded by twenty torches of fire signifying the pasnty centuries, and the show
climaxes with the globe opening up like a lotus blossom to reveal a twgstyorch, representing

the new century. This really is excellent and should not be missed!!

TIP:Be prepared for a mass exodus from the parkeotie show is over. Although you can get a
good view of the show all around the lagoon, it is easier to get out of the park when you are closer
to the exit.
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Disney Hollywood Studios

Hollywood Boulevard
is lined with shops where you can buy Disneychandise and food. This is also where the "Disney
Stars and Motor Cars Parade." starts.

The Great Movie Ridea dark ride recreating scenes and insight to several classic films and is located
at the end ofHollywood BoulevardThis ride takes you back twgh many of the classics. Whilst in

line for the ride you can see the Carousel Horse that was used by Julie Andrews in the film "Mary
Poppins" amongst others. Some of the animatronics are very convincing. This ride is due to be
revamped.

Echo Lake

Star Tauirs, a motion simulator, identical to those at Disneyland, Tokyo Disneyland, and Disneyland
Paris.Indiana Jones Epic Stunt Spectacularliveaction performance showing how movie stunts

are done. It is an audience participation show. The sheenactsvarious scenes from the movie
Raiders of the Lost Ark.

Sounds Dangerous, show following Drew Carey as an undercover detective when his video camera
fails and the audience is left in the dark wearing earphones, following his adventure through sound
cues.Caution: it is very dark on this show.

Streets of America
Jim Henson's MuppetVision 32 3D movie experience similar to Epcot's "Honey, | Shrunk The
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Lights, Motors, Action! Extreme Stunt Showcar & motorcycle stunt show. Quite new to the park.
Well worth watching though a little long. See how some of the movie tricks are done. Also Herbie
(The Love Bug) makes an appearance.

Meet the Power Rangerfrom five generations: Wild Force, Ninja Steino Thunder, S.P.D. and
the newest series Mystic Force, making appearances throughout the day.

Mickey Avenue

The DisneyMGM Studios Back lot Toushowing how movie special effects are done. Guests see a
movie scene set on the Special Effects Water Tiamkd using volunteers from the audience and
various special effects. The audience sees this final sequence edited all together in an action
sequence called "Harbour Attack" This lasts around®minutes and afterwards, guests board
trams and are taén throughCatastrophe Canyorip see fire and water effects and are driven past
movie props such as the tram from "Who framed Roger Rabbit?"

Walt Disney: One Man's Dreanthis is a museurike walk through attraction that explores the life
of Walt Disneyand his legacy through photos, models, rare artefacts and a short film narrated by
Walt Disney himself.

Journey Into NarniaCreating the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, a walk through interactive
attraction featuring props from the movie and an appaace from the White Witch.
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Animation Courtyard

Voyage of the Little Mermaigda live performance using puppets, lasers, movies, human actors, and
water (mist). The show recreates the animated Little Mermaid movie, in a shortened show. This is
always verypopular and it is advisable to get a fast pass.

The Magic of Disney Animatigra short presentation showing how animated films are made.
Playhouse Disney Live on Stage!live performance featuring Disney children's television
characters.

Sunset Boulevad

Beauty and the Beadtive on Stage, a simplified version of the film

Rock 'n' Roller Coaste$tarring Aerosmith, an indoor roller coaster in the dark with three inversions
and a higkspeed launch absolutely exhilarating!!

The Twilight Zone Tower of Tir, a thrill ride which drops guests in an elevator in a randomised

set of 4 sequences each involving multiple high speed drops and ascents. In addition, special effects
including smell, lighting and sound enhance the thrill. Not to be missed!!

Fantasmic! a night time show with characters and fireworks held in the specifically built Hollywood
Hills Amphitheatre off Sunset Boulevard

Each year, Star Wars Weekends bring Star Wars fans and celebrities for special park events. Star
Wars Weekends are generahigld for five consecutive weekends (including Fridays) through late
May and early June; they feature the 501st (a worldwide Star Wars costuming group) parading
through the parkin Storm trooper costumes arfstar Wars actors appearing each weekend for
photos and autographs, Jedi Lightsaber Training classes for kids, and other assorted events.

Every Christmas season, DisiMgM Studios features th&sborne Family Spectacle of Lights"
with five million Christmas lights on more than 350 miles of wire.
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Animal Kingdom

Disney's Animal Kingdorapened on April 22, 1998. It is the largest Disney theme park in the world,
covering more than 500 acres.

The park is made up of seven themed lands.
Oasis

Once you enter the park, you must walk through this aredt &sthe "gateway" to other lands in the
park. There is a Rainforest Cafe is situated at the entrance of the Oasis.

Discovery Island
Discovery Island is the main land in the park and is home foFlieeTree of Lifdlt is the centre
island of the park antlas paths leading off to the six other lands.

It's Tough to be a BugBLuilt at the base of The Tree of Life, you can see what life is like as a bug as
Flik from "A Bug's Life" shows &3Film about bugs. It is similar to "Honey | shrunk the Audience" in
Epcot.

Camp Minnie Mickey
This land has two shows and four character greeting spots where Guests can meet all the Disney
Characters and others on a regular basis. Great for photo opportunities and autographs.

The Shows ard?ocahontas and Her Forest &nds- A children's show with live animals based on
the film Pocahontas.

Festival of the Lion KingA fast paced musical with songs and characters from the popular film.

Africa

The Attractions areKilimanjaro Safaris Where you climb
aboard your opersided safari vehicle for an exciting journey. PR T —
Animals from Africa freely roam through acres of savanna, i Nl w
rivers and undulating hills. Watch out for giraffes, rhinos,
elephants, lions, hippos and you may even see the odd
poacher too! It is quite a bumpy rides you ride the trail and
it it is an art itself to hold your camera steady whilst on the
move. The driver does stop frequently to allow photo
opportunities.

Pangani Forest Exploration TraiHere you trek into the lush J o
forest in search of gorillas! Eyj a walk at one with nature M T | 1
through an African valley filled with birds, Nile hippos and fish. AT

There is also an underwater hippo viewing area, a savanna

overlook, where you can watch the Meercats in their own environment and have a close encounter
with garillas.

Rafiki's Planet Watch
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This used to be known as Conservation Station and you can still only get there by train, it contains a
petting zoo with domesticated goats and other small animals and demonstrates conservation
efforts. The veterinary hospita viewing window allows guests to watch medical treatments
conducted by the vets.

Wildlife Express TrainHere you can ride on this authentic African train that trundles through the
savanna for a behind the scenes journey through several animal haugiag of Animal Kingdom. It
takes around 5 minutes five and your guided train ride takes you to the park's conservation centre.
Nice to have a relaxing train ride to take a break from walking.

Asia

Some of the Attractions aré&lights of Wonder Enter he Caravan Stage and join a trainee bird
handler and a unpredictable tour guide who end up teaching each other about the frail state of
nature. There are many types of birds to see close up such as vultures, hawks, macaws, and the
American Bald Eagle.

KaliRiver Rapids Race down the bubbling, turbulent waters of the Chakranadi River aboard your
own 12passenger raft travelling through an enchanting Asian rain forest. Watch out for the gushing
geysers! Get ready to get wet, very wet!!

Expedition EverestIn this latest addition to Animal Kingdom you board a runatvain roller

coaster, it is a fact that Himalayan trekkers use refurbished steam trains to get to the base camp of
Mount Everest, here though, we use a shortcut that passes through the "farbidwbuntain"

patrolled by the legendary Yeti. Excellent adventure ride Tip: This is one ride that you would be best
getting a Fast Pass for.

Dinoland USA

The Boneyard Explore your way through a play maze filled with fun fossils.

DINOSAUR (formerly Couwldwn to Extinction)- Whizz back to primeval times for a wild and

riotous dangerous mission. The countdown clock is ticking on your Time Rover and you have just
minutes to rescue a stray dinosaur.

Finding Nemao The Musicat this original stage show deloped by Walt Disney Creative
Entertainment tells the story of Finding Nemao.

Dino-Sue- Dino-Sue is Disney's oldest "cast member", clocking in at 67 million yearsSDais a
model of the largest, most completeRex ever found and is available to pdsepictures with you.
DinoLandalso contain€hester and Hester's DinRBama an area made to resemble a old 1950s
fairground built on an old car park.

Primeval Whirl- Like a spinning coaster.

Triceratop Spin Take the family for a spin aboard this filynfriendly flying dinosaur.

Fossil Fun Gamedhese dinosauthemed games provide a good time for all.
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Universal Theme Parks

Universal Studios and Islands of Adventure make up their contribution to the theme park scene in
Orlando. The parks are cogrted by City Walk, a venue with plenty of bars, restaurants and shops.
There is also a multi screen cinema here too. See below for a list of places to visit.

Universal Studios

The park, which opened in 1990, is a park that lets visitors "Ride the MoltieBers many shows
and rides, along with countless other things for guests to see and do.

The park hosts many special events throughout the year, including the pdallaween Horror
Nightsin October which is highly recommended avidcy*s Paradeover the Christmas season.

The attractions at Universal Studios Florida are split into six different areas.

Production Central:

Shrek 4Dis a short film/ride. Participants are lead into a dungdi&e room with two giant

television screens on either siden@he screen, Lord Farquaad announces that he has kidnapped
the Three Little Pigs, Gingerbread man, and Pinocchio and is holding them hostage. The short film
takes place right after the first Shrek film. In it, the spirit of Lord Farquaad returns frodettto
kidnap Princess Fiona. Therefore, it is up to Shrek and Donkey to rescue her.

Although the animation is-® , the ride is a-D film, which means it is designed to make viewers
feel what they are watching. Fexample when Donkey spits, smeezesthe front of the seats spray
mist into viewers' faces. It also has moveable seats, air jets and rubber tubing, to simulate other
effects such as air, "creepy crawlies" and other movements.

Jimmy Neutron's Nicktoon Blast

This ride has replaced the olc&ikha Barbara ride and is a motion simulator type ride where you
have to rescue Jimmy from Dastardly and MutlBlyis area is also where the new Hollywood rip,
ride roller coaster is to be built. Opening in 2009.

New York:

Revenge of the Mummys a high sped indoor steel roller coaster modelled after the popular

Mummy movies. The ride opened on May 21, 2004. The Revenge of the Mummy coasteisaar
Induction Motors,a technology used to launch riders from a complete standstill. The ride lasts 3
minutesand features a top speed of 45 mph. The track is 2200 ft long featuring no inversions and a
50 degree angle of descent.

Twister... Ride it ouis based on the 1996 filstarringHelen Hunt and Bill Paxton. The attraction

takes you to a small moalkp of the Oklahoma town of Wakita. As you walk into the "Twister filming
centre" Bill Paxton and Helen Hunt talk about filming the movie. Towards the end, guests walk into a
scene, resembling the Drinia scene in the movie. There is a gift shop at the end nanfiedndath.
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Hollywood:

Terminator 2 3D: Battle Across Time

T2 3D: Battle Across Time is a mi&squel to Terminator 2: Judgment Day and reunites director
James Cameron and the main cast of that movie, including Arnold Schwarzenegg8fay Uinda
Hamiton as "Sarah Connor", Edward Furlong as "John Connor", and Robert Patrick a&@6e™T
The show is in two parts: a pghow where a spokesperson talks about Cyberdyne and the main
feature which has performers interacting with eE8movie.

Universals Horror MakeUp Show

A make up showing you the tips and tricks of make in the movies.

Lucy- A Tribute
A tribute to Lucille Ball.

World Expo:
Men in Black: Alien Attack
A ride that allows you to shoot aliens as you travel around the track in youingtaehicle.

Simpsons The Ride

this is a new ridelt replaced the old back to the Future ridApparently you travel witfThe

{ A Y LJa asyfhayuisit Krustyland, the lowbudget theme park created by famed TV personality
Krusty the Clown!

Fear Factot.ive!
Take part if you dare!

San Francisco & Amity
Jaws
Jaws is a slosmnoving boat ride based upon the film Jaws. It simulates a shark attack in Amity

Harbour. The boats rocks back and forth and riders are splashed with water. After the shark attacks

portrayed in the 1974 film Jaws.

Tourists entering the ride will be taking one of Captain Jake's Amity Boat Tours out to see the sights
from the film Jaws. The boats are piloted by one of Captain Jake's skippers, and all are protected by
an army surplus 4m grenade launchers. However, Jake is confident that you'll never need to use

the grenade launchers because the last great white shark anyone has seen was in 1974. What could

possibly go wrong?

Beetlejuice's Rock and Roll Graveyard Revue
A musical revuérom Beetlejuice, Frankenstein, Dracula etc.

Earthquake and the Magic of Special Effects at the Movies
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A bit dated now but still quite popular this ride starts off with a tour showing how special effects are
done in the movies. It is presented by Qtar Heston. Finally you ride an underground train where
you encounter an Earthquake.

Woody Woodpecker's KidZone

A Day in the Park with Barney

Fievel's Playground

Universal's Animal Actors

Curious George Goes to Town
Woody Woodpecker's Nuthouse @ster

E.T. Adventure

The current ride, at Universal Studios Florida, has guests begin
by entering a sound stage. Before going into the queue, Steven
Spielberg tells us that E.T.'s teacher Botanicus needs E.T. to
come to his home world, "The Green Planie¢tause the planet is dying. Only E.T.'s magical healing
touch can save the planet, so it is up to the guests to bring him home. He also tells the guests that
you make your journey on bikes, and that you need a "Interplanetary Passport" to get there.

Theguest gives the assistant their name and the card is programmed with it, which is used later in
the ride. You now enter the movie set which begins the adventure. The interior queue is a forest
setting where it is established that police are looking fdr. Ehe guests then board the ride, a car
suspended from the track. Each individual seat is a bicycle, whose handles come down as the safety
belt. The car brings the riders through more of the forest where it is revealed that they are to save
E.T. and brinhim home. Guests ride past police officers who begin to chase them away from the
restricted area. As they are about to be caught, the bicycles begin to fly over the city and into outer
space. They fly past an alien space ship where they are told byearoélihe same species as E.T. to
bring him home. The ride emerges on E.T.'s home planet, a world of exotic plants, animals, and
many others of E.T.'s species. The ride continues through the alien world until the end of the ride. At
the end, guests pass @amimatronic E.T. who thanks them all by the name they gave to the travel
agents.
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Islands of Adventure

Universal's Islands of Adventur@pened in May 1999 as an
expansion to theJniversal Orlando Resognd CityWalkareas.

The park, part of the UniveasOrlando Resort, is composed of six
distinct "islands", each having its own theme

Port of Entry
The Port of Entry is primarily a shopping center, and has the feel of an Arabian bazaar. Its main
feature is the Confisco Grille restaurant.

Marvel Super Hero Island
Located next to the Port of Entriylarvel Super Hero Islantdas rides in the theme of Marvel comic

books. Its four main rides are:

The Incredible Hulk Coastett is a launched roller coaster. It is named after the popular comic book
superhero character, the Hulk. It was voted the #1 roller coaster by Discovery Channel viewers in
1999, the roller coaster is one of a kind in the fact that it features a launch lift hill as opposed to
conventional chain lifts. This means the train acceler&iet0 mph in a short time (approximately

two seconds) before speeding through several inversions. The coaster is one o tfatetd

coasters in the US.

The Amazing Adventures of Spidbtan, a simulator ride set in New York;

is one of the most technolagally advanced theme park rides in the world, it was built for the park's
opening in 1999. The ride combines motion simulation with 8ffects to give the rider the
experience of travelling through a city.

The riders take a Daily Bugle vehicle knowthas'Scoop” and soon learns that the evil Sinister
Syndicate has captured the Statue of Liberty with an-gravity gun. This evil group is made up of
many famous Spiddvlan villains, including Doctor Octopus, Scream, Electro, Hyidmm, and the
Hobgoblin SpiderMan pops up many times to warn riders of dangers. The ride moves into the
streets of New York to cover the story before being kidnapped by the villains and thejgravity
gun. After seeming to raise up in the air because ofgravity, Hobgblin then takes over and drags
the vehicle further into the air, where an aerial battle between Spidain and his foes is visible.

During the five minute ride, passengers experience the effects of a flamethrower, water spraying on

35| Page



the vehicle, many shals and spins, falling off a 18fory skyscraper into Spidéan's web, and
other simulated action.

Doctor Doom's Fearfalk vertically launched ride (similar to Power Tower at Cedar Point in Ohio).

Storm Force Accelatrgrwhich is a faster version of thieaditional Teacup ride.

Toon Lagoon

Toon Lagoon is geared toward both kids and
adults. The area includé&3udley DeRight's
Ripsaw Fallsa traditional log flume
advertised to have the steepest drop of any
log flume in America (70° pitch), aRdpeye
and Bluto's BilgeRat Bargesa river rapids
ride. It also has a kids' playgrounide Ship,
the Olive.This is the area that yowill get

wet!!

Jurassic Park

The Discovery Center at Jurassic Park. Set in the time of the Jurassic Park movie, plogntoatl

the area is thelurassic Park River Adventurghe ride is meant to evoke the island environment
featured in the Michael Crichton novel and Spielberg film. The concept is that Jurassic Park opened
as planned; the river adventure is an actual attran in the park itself. It begins as a jungle river

cruise past huge dinosaurs. After encountering an Ultrasaurus, a pair of Stegosaurus, and
Psittacosaurus, the raft begins heading toward a part of the park known as Hadrosaur Cove. The raft
passes by eeplica of the Raptor Pen from the film, and riders hear snarling Velociraptors coming
form the undergrowth, while branches move to simulate the creatures attempting to escape.

Around the corner, riders see one boat that appears to have been attackedCodmpsognathus are

seen eating a bloody shirt. The boat heads towards the pump station where riders see a Velociraptor
run into a dark corner. Velociraptors jump out at the guests. Riders head up a hill. Silence is only
heard. Several Dilophsaurus spits een(water) at the guests. As the Raft follows a 180 degree turn,

a Tyrannosaurus's head appears ominously in front of the riders to distract them from the 85 foot
plunge below. The ride exits into a Jurassic faekned gift shop, where guests may purchase

souvenir photographs of themselves in the ride during the drop.

Also in Jurassic ParkGamp Jurassj@ children's play area; tHeteranodon Flyerga suspended

two seater coastetype attraction) and the Jurassic Park Discovery Centre, a replicationdb

entirely duplicated) version of the Visitor Center from the film. Inside is@eation of the dinosaur
skeletons seen in the movie centre's lobby.
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The Lost Continent

This land is themed to ancient myths and legends. It featDresdling Dragonga pair of duelling
inverted roller coasters), The ride is the only duelling inverted ralbester in the world. The ride is
two dragons, one side being Fire and the other Ice. It has a layout where the two trains share a
common lift hill, but then travese two completely different courses. The ride features three near
misses between the two trains, two of which bring riders feet within several inches of riders on the
other train. After walking through one of the longest and certainly most elaboratelgoied

gueues for any theme park ride, you come to a decision in the path you follow. At this intersection,
riders will turn right to ride on the Ice Dragon and left for Fire Dragon. Merlin frequently taunts
riders with some of the following lines.

"Turnright for Ice and left for Fire! Now, pick the dragon you desire."

"The left burns hot, the right turns cold, whichever you choose you best be bold."
"Past this point of no return, your only choice is freeze or burn."

"Turn left for Fire, turn right folce! | know not which is best advice."

Also, the ride attendants use several quotes when dispatching the trains:

"Battle Bravely."

"l bid thee farewell."

"May the fates be with you."

"May the dragons spare you."
"Ice/Fire Dragon, you are clear fortta."
"May the best dragon win."

"Keep your hands inside the dragon.”

Also here ard’oseidon's Furya type of show/presentation using some excellent special effects and
Flying Unicorna Vekoma junior roller coaster).
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Seuss Landing

Seuss Landing the only themed area aslands of Adventurespecially geared towards small

children and is based on the works of the author Dr. Seuss. It has severati#smned rides,

including theCareSeussel, The Cat in the Hat Ride, The HiljhThe-Sky Seuss ©Hey Train Ride,

and If I Ran the Zo@n interactive play zone for kids. It also featureSree Fish Two Fish Red Fish
Blue Fishride and the Green Eggs and Ham Cafe. One thing you won't see in this area is a straight
line....anywhere! It opened on Ju22, 2006, Seuss Landing gained a brand new attractios High

in the Sky Seuss Trolley Train Ridée trolley ride uses two separate tracks, one of which runs
through theCircus McGurkugestaurant.

City Walk

The Universal Citywalk in Orlando opened ®99. It was built over the former Universal Studios
parking lot and entrance. The entrance is now behind CityWalk and two parking garages across
Universal Blvd. are connected to Citywalk by covered moving sidewalks. You have to pay to park
during the dayas city walk's car parks are also the same car parks for the theme parks. The current
charge is $10. After 6 parking is free.

City Walk is Universal Studios' response to Pleasure Island, with clubs and bars etc throughout. You
can either pay single admies or you can get a pass that allows you to enter all the clubs. They also
hold an annual beer festival here with entertainment on the main stage and beers from all over the
world.

Dining

o Jimmy Buffett's MargaritavilleEvery corner of Margaritaville briado life a different Jimmy
. dzZFFSOG OfraaArod LGA YFEAY RAYAY3I NR2Y gl a Ay
Florida waterfront concerts, and its three barsThe Volcano Bar, Land Shark Bar, and 12
Volt Bart were themed around Jimmy Buffett sgs.

e Hard Rock Cafe (this is the second Hard Rock Cafe built on Universal property. The first cafe
was built near the Psycho house, E.T. Adventure, and Fievel's Playground. Although the first
cafe was considered to be one of the largest in the chain Hac#t Rafe closed down the
restaurant to reopen in an even bigger facility and alongside Hard Rock Live in the Citywalk
section. The Old Hard Rock Cafe building still remains unoccupied. The Hard Rock Hotel was
built near it.)

e Emeril's Restaurant Orlando

e NBA City

e Latin Quarter

e Pastamoré Ristoranté & Market

e Starbucks
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Market is now open. This fun family restaurant features shrimp, shrimp and more sqrimp
plus other menu selections, from great seafood and steaks to sandwiches, appetimérs,
mouth-watering dessertg and a boatload of memorabilia from the Oscavi®ning film,
Forrest Gump.

e Cinnabon
¢ NASCAR Sports Grille, formerly NASCAR Cafe Reopened on February 8th, 2007.

o Pat O'Brien's Bara franchise of the original bar/restarant in Werleans.

Entertainment
e Cigarz at CityWalk
e AMC Universal Mukscreen Cinema

e Bob Marley- A Tribute to FreedomA oref-a-kind celebration of music and culture, Bob
Marley-! ¢ NAO6dziS (G2 CNBSR2Y Aa LI GGSNYySRal FGSN a
LG O2YYSY2NlrGSa GKS AYyUuSNyraazyrt FlLYS 2F GK!
musical journey of his life.

e tFdG hUy. NASyUa !y FdziKSyiAO NBLNRRdAOGAZ2Y 2F b
hQ. NASyQa Aa (KS 2NRARIS yadTf IK2AYSI 272 ®REZBIE X yAéy ALIILI
worldF I Y2 dzAd &I dzZNNR Ol ySt ¢ aLISOALFfGe RNRARYy(1 P /| 2dzy
served in the main bar, courtyard, and terrace level. Entrees include catfish fillets,
jambalaya, shrimp Creole, and wings.

e CiyJazz
e The Groove

e Hard Rock Live (Check to see who's on when you are here as they have some big name
artists).

e Red Coconut Club (formerly Motown Cafe in 1999, and Decades Cafe in 2005)

e Blue Man Group LIVE at the Sharp Aquos Theatre (Opened June 6, 2007)
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Shopping

e Tommy Bahama

Cartooniversal

e Cigarz at CityWalk

e The Endangered Species Store
e Fossil, Inc.

e Fresh Produce

e Quiet Flight Surf Shop

e Universal Studios Store

e« TCBY

e Bubba Gump Shrimp Co. Store

e Hart & Huntington Tattoo Company
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Sea World Orlando

SeaWadd Orlando is one of my favourite parks it is a superb place to visit. It is set in 200 acres of
beautiful gardens and exhibits. There are several lakes with flamingos and other wildlife species. We
almost always visit this park on the first day as & imore peaceful, tranquil introduction to the

hectic pace that the other theme parks in Orlando can be. Tdrertsto see and do at SeaWorld.

Many people enjoy the dolphin and killer whale (Shamu) shows. The food in both Busch Gardens,
SeaWorld and nowhe new water park Aquatica, tends to be better than average as far as theme
park food goes. There alsthaalthierchoice should you want it.

Sea World Thrill Rides

Krakenis a steel roller coaster. Its name is taken from the Kraken, a mytholsgzareature. It was
the first floorless coaster in Florida. It boasts three tunnels. Features of this coaster include a loop,
dive loop, zereG roll, cobra roll, a second loop, and a corkscrew. The initial drop after climbing the
height of the coaster ia very steep and fast decent.

Journey to Atlantiss a popular ride at SeaWorld
theme park. The ride is a water thrill ride and some
parts of it are a bit like a roller coaster.

It starts on a slow joury climbing the ride, taking
you through the defhs of the ocean and through
the legendary city of Atlantis. Once at the top of
the ride, you are are hurled down a steep drop of
60 foot, creating a huge wave of water. After the
huge drop, when you think it is over it isn't. We will
leave you to find outvhat happens next.
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Wild Arcticis a flight simulator where visitors take a helicopter trip to a base station at the North
Pole. When the ride is over you can visit the Polar bears in their area. Or if you do not wish to do the
ride you can head straighd the exhibit.

Shows

Believe is the latest show at SeaWorld,
showing an moving and thrilling
performance of trainers and the Orca.
SeaWorld Orlando is home to 8 whales:
Katina, Tilikum, Kalina, Kayla, Taima,
Takara, Trua and a calf born September
18th 2006.It involves audience
participation and learning to believe you
can do what you set your mind to.

There is A night time show, called Shamu
Rocks America, and stars the famous killer
whale performing tricks along with music and fireworks.

Odyssedeatures Acrobats on higflying trapezes, dramatic music, and many special effects. The

show is thirty minutes long.

Blue Horizons is the latest dolphin show at SeaWorld Orlando. It involves acrobatics, dolphins,
Whales and Wild Birds in a thrilling show.

Pets Ahoy! is a show using common cats, dogs and other animals. These animals were adopted from
a shelter. These animals perform tricks and do humorous stunts.

The Sea Lion and Otter Sho@lyde and Seamore (A Sea Lion and Otter) lead you on a comical
journey with their show Clyde and Seamore take Pirate Island. Probably the funniest part for me was
whilst waiting for the show to start, they had a guy doing mime and pretending to show people to
their seats.

All'in all Sea World is an excellent park to ¥aitall the family.
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