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Visiting Orlando 

A truthful and informative guide to visiting Orlando and other parts of Florida. 

 

This guide is primarily of use to visitors to 

Florida from the UK. Visitors from elsewhere 

will no doubt find a lot of the information of 

some use. The main differences are the 

flight information etc. Almost all of the 

information within this guide is based on 

my personal experiences however; some 

information has been added courtesy of 

Wikipedia. 

About the Author: 

Steve Sewell is a great lover of Florida and 

has been visiting Orlando and other Florida 

destinations since 1990. He has created a number of websites and blogs on the subject of Florida 

such as www.floridalifeandleisure.com this is his latest website and is still being built up. Others 

include www.perfectfloridaguide.com a guide with information on all things to do with Florida. He is 

a partner with Guy Harwood in a villa rental website www.perfectfloridavillas.com after he became a 

villa owner and decided to improve the marketing of his vacation home.  
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Before You Travel 

Preparation 

If you want things to run smoothly, well, as smoothly as possible it is best to know before you go so 

that you can be prepared for some of the things that you will face and hopefully make it a less 

stressful journey.  

If you are an International traveller say, from the UK, the first thing to decide when planning your 

trip is whether or not to stay at the Airport the night before. This of course depends on how far away 

you live from the Airport. I live around 3-4 hours away from Gatwick and probably 3 hours from 

Manchester.  L ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǘ ŀǘ ŀƴ 

ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ƘƻǘŜƭΦ tƭǳǎ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ŀŘŘǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊƛǇΗ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ 

travelling with small children is to be leaving home in the middle of the night and arriving with not 

much time to spare at the airport. One great thing ŀōƻǳǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ά¢ǿƛƭƛƎƘǘ 

Check-ƛƴέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ƭǳƎƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ мн ƴƻƻƴ  up till 9pm the day before 

ȅƻǳ ŦƭȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǎǳƛǘŎŀǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ 

to hotel rooms.  If you do decide to drive down prior to your flight, make sure you leave yourself 

with more than enough time.  

/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tǳǎƘŎƘŀƛǊκ{ǘǊƻƭƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊ {ŜŀǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇǳƭǎƻǊȅ 

for children under 4 years of age to have a child safety seat. It can cost around $10 per day to hire 

one. With the pushchair, you may wish to leave yours behind and either but one or hire them as you 

need them in the parks. I personally think it is best to buy one and dispose of it when you leave. You 

can get them from Wal-Mart for around $15. If you are staying in a vacation villa it is highly likely 

that they will have one that you can use. 

Decide whether or not you are going to hire a car or use public transport (very limited) or shuttle 

services and taxis. I strongly advise you to get a car. There is so much more that you could see and 

do with one. Plus you are not tied to shuttle bus timetables and forking out for taxis hand over fist. 

Items to make sure you have with you prior to leaving home. 

        Airline tickets 

        Hotel Vouchers & Car Hire Voucher 

        Passports (It is a good idea to photocopy & paminate your passport page and use it for id. 

        Driving License (Both Parts) 

        Attraction Tickets 

        Foreign Currency and Travellers Cheques. 

        Medications and tablets etc.  



5 | P a g e 
 

Chapter 2: Travelling to Florida 

The Airport 

When checking in at the airport make sure you have all your documents ready, passports for all 

travellers, flight tickets or eTickets etc. I always think it is a good idea to keep all of your documents 

in a handy sized wallet that contains all of the above along with Drivers Licence, any vouchers for Car 

Hire, Hotel rooms and so on. This then should be kept in your carry-on luggage.  You will answer 

some security questions here. Once you bags are checked in, you may have time to do some duty 

ŦǊŜŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΦ Wǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŎŀǊǊȅ-on luggage.  Remember 

that Airports no longer make flight announcements they will tell you on check ςin your departure 

gate and to keep an eye on the monitors for flight information. If you have time it is a good idea to 

fill out the Green Visa Waiver forms (I-95W) that you were given at check-ƛƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ 

any or made a mƛǎǘŀƪŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΦ  If you do make a mistake 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǘŜǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƻƴŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ 

information, if not you do that here. This just has all your details and where you are staying in the 

US. This info is sent over prior to you leaving your home country. You can find out more about 

Advanced Passenger Information and Visa Waiver forms here. 

Duty-Free Shopping 

Duty Free shopping in the UK is only available for travel to non EU countries, so you are ok to buy 

what you like. When you go through the checkout you will be asked for a boarding card just to verify 

that. I would point out that things are not always cheaper in duty free than on board the aircraft or 

indeed in the USA! If you are a smoker, quite often the cigarettes are cheaper on the aircraft and if 

ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ǎƳƻƪƛƴƎ aŀǊƭōƻǊƻ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎƘ ƭƛƪŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƘŜŀǇŜǊ ƛƴ the US depending on the 

ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǊŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƎƻŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊŦǳƳŜǎ ϧ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƭƻƎƴŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ 

ȅƻǳΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ 

than likely will be cheaper there. There is also the duty free shop in the Florida airport for when you 

return. 

The Flight 

Boarding the flight can take upwards of an hour and most airlines ask that you be at the gate an hour 

before departure. From the point of checking in your luggage to boarding you will pass through 

several security checks. The rules for what you can take onboard with you are constantly changing 

and it is advisable to check with the airline the current policy. If you are taking laptops with you you 

may well be asked to take them out of their case/bag and place them on the scanner, remove any 

coins and any other metal objects from your clothing and place them in the receptacle provided and 

put them through the scanner along with your entire carry-on luggage. You will have to dispose of 

cigarette lighters but you may have a box of matches?? You may be asked to remove your footwear 

and place them on the scanner. Once you pass through the detector you will be able to gather up all 

of your belongings and continue to the duty free shops. Before finally boarding the flight you may be 

pulled over yet again for a quick search.  

There are, basically, two types of flights to the US, Chartered and Scheduled. Charter flights like 

Thompson fly (Formerly Britannia airways), My travel, Monarch Airlines etc. tend to be more for the 

http://www.floridalifeandleisure.com/main/visa.html
http://www.floridalifeandleisure.com/main/visa.html
http://www.floridalifeandleisure.com/main/visa.html
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package holidaymaker and are not very flexible if you wanted say, 15 nights or more. They tend to 

offer 7, 14 and in some case 21 nights. They tend to give you less baggage allowance per person than 

the Scheduled flights and if you intend to do some serious shopping over there you will need as 

much as you can get! Leg room tends to be less and you have to pay for things on board the aircraft 

in most cases including meals on some and then pay for privilege of guaranteed seats together add 

ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ϻмр ŦƻǊ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ϻт ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎΗ !ŘŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŎƘŜŀǇŜǊΣ ƛŦ 

any cheaper, than scheduled flights. All Charter flights use Sanford Airport which is further out of 

Orlando. It will take around пл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƭƛƎƘǘǎ 

such as Virgin Atlantic, British Airways and almost all of the US airlines. With the US airlines though, 

it will almost inevitably include a stop and change of aircraft at one of their hubs. Delta use Atlanta, 

Continental use Newark for example. The UK Scheduled airlines do fly nonstop and fly to Orlando 

International Airport (MCO).  

Virgin Atlantic  

We always fly Virgin as that is our preference. They are very popular and do provide very good 

service. They fly 2 flights a day (3 in the summer months) from London Gatwick and 1 flight a day 

from Manchester. Their Aircraft are very new and they use the Boeing 747-400 on this route. The 

baggage allowance is 2 pieces of luggage not exceeding 23kg each per person. They also offer 

twilight check in where you can check in from 12 noon the day before you fly so if you are staying on 

or near the airport you can get rid of your luggage and have less hassle the day of the flight. Also on 

your return flight you can check in your luggage at Downtown Disney from 08:30 on the day of your 

flight saving you from going to the airport and giving you the rest of the day to do your own thing. 

¢ƘŜ ƛƴ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎŜŀǘ ōŀŎƪ ¢±Ωǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ the type of system your 

aircraft has, consists of: 

 5 movie channels  

2 kids channels (featuring a combination of movies and TV programming)  

2 TV channel which works on a cycle basis showing a selection of our current TV programming  

14 audio channels ranging from soul music to Classical  

Moving sky map display which plots the aircraft's flight path 

Or 

10 movie channels  

2 kids channels (featuring a combination of movies and TV programming)  

8 TV channels featuring music, sport & news, comedy and kids programming plus the exclusive Virgin 

Travel guide  

14 audio channels ranging from soul to Classical music  

A choice of 35 Nintendo Games  

Moving Sky map display which plots the aircraft's flight path 
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Depending on the Aircraft some have the newer system some ŘƻƴΩǘΦ 9ǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛǘǘŜŘ 

with V-port in flight entertainment system. Which is Video on demand you will be able to rewind, 

fast forward and choose what to watch and when. 

British Airways 

 has done a lot to catch up with Virgin including seŀǘ ōŀŎƪ ¢±Ωǎ ŜǘŎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻǳǘŜ ƛǎ 

the Boeing 777 although not as big as the 747 it still is a wide bodied aircraft and does give decent 

legroom. 

The other US airlines tend to come up cheaper on price but you will be faced with around a 13+ hour 

journey as opposed to 8-9 hour flight. The plus side is that you do your immigration at the port of 

entry so when you arrive at Orlando you just pick up your luggage and pick up your car and away you 

go. There are lot of people prefer the US carriers. For all carriers the return flight is always quicker as 

they catch the jet stream back which give them a high speed tail wind which can knock an hour off 

the flight.  

The flight could be 9 + hours, so again if you have children, try and take something to keep them 

ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊƭƛƴŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŀǘōŀŎƪ ¢±Ωǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ 

with Virgin Atlantic kids get a rucksack type bag with lots of goodies in them, this helps to while 

away some time.  By the time that you arrive at your Airport, be it Orlando International (MCO) or 

Sanford (SFD) or Miami (MIA) you will be feeling a little weary but will find renewed energy at the 

prospect of being in the Sun and fun of Orlando or wherever you have entered Florida! Except for 

small children, this has been a long tiring journey for them and they may start to resent the fact that 

they are not tucked up in bed! 
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Arriving in Florida  

I am going to quote the procedure for Orlando International Airport & Sanford; there may not be 

similar procedures at other Florida Airports. 

Immigration & Customs 

Once you arrive at immigration, again get out you document wallet and produce your passports, 

your correctly completed visa waiver forms for all travellers. They can be quite strict here and they 

haǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƻ ǿƛǎƘΦ {ƻ ōŜ ǇƻƭƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

them over anything. You will have your picture taken and your index finger scanned.  

 

Luggage: 

Once through this part you pick up your bags from the carousel and proceed to Customs. Make sure 

you have not brought anything made from animal products, fruit etc. Though the airline should have 

advised you of this before you land in Florida. The amount of luggage you bring will no doubt be 

more than you need. It is something we all do, here though, it is even more so. You will bring stuff 

from the UK that will never see the light of day. Mainly because on your first shopping trip you will 

see such good bargains for shorts, t-shirts, swimming gear etc. You will like these much more than 

those you bought in the UK, so you will start to wear them there. So if you do intend to do some 

shopping try and think of this before you leave home. Many people take an empty suitcase with 

them or put one inside another one on the outward journey. I have done this many times and on 

occasion have still had to buy something else to bring the goods home! I will cover shopping a lot 

more in detail later in the book. 

Car Hire Pick up or Transfer 

Final stop, and the last time you will need your document wallet is to either pick up your rental car 

or get your airport transfer to where you are staying. You are finally on your way. Although it sounds 

like a lot of hassle it is not really and it is better to be safe than sorry. It is well worth it anyway! You 

can find more information about Car Rental pickup at Driving in Orlando and at Orlando Car Hire 

When you arrive at the car rental desk, whether it be Dollar, Alamo or Budget, you will need to 

produce your UK driving licence, both parts, for all the drivers that are on your vehicle rental 

agreement. You will also need your rental voucher. You will have received this either with your 

travel documents if you have booked a package holiday or if you booked it direct from one of the 

many car rental suppliers on the net. Generally there is a queue/line here and you normally wait 

around 20 minutes. Sometimes if there are a group of people in your party it would be a good idea 

to get the driver/drivers to go straight to the rental desks whilst the rest of the group attend to the 

luggage. It is important that all drivers sign the rental agreement for insurance purposes. You will 

have to leave a credit card imprint at the desk and, depending what type of reservation you have, 

you have to pay for a tank of fuel at inflated prices, meaning you can bring the vehicle back empty. 

They may try to talk you into upgrading your vehicle, unless you really do want to, ŘƻƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ 

more expensive to do it that way and also you will probably get the vehicle they are trying to get you 

to upgrade to anyway as they have run out of your type of vehicle. The latest thing now is to give 

http://www.perfectfloridavillas.com/main/driving-orlando.aspx
http://www.perfectfloridavillas.com/main/orlando-car-hire.aspx
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you the option of a daily fee to use the tolls free of charge. This may be of some benefit for those 

that have to pass through tolls quite regularly to get to and from the accommodation. I believe that 

you only get charged if you use it, so if you don't pass through a toll for 3 days then there is no 

charge. If you do pass through one 10 times one day you only pay the daily rate. Apart from that 

don't bother with any of the insurance top ups that they offer if you have purchased all inclusive 

from the UK. 

Dollar Car Rental:  
They will allocate a car for you based on the voucher you have they more than likely will try to talk 
you into an upgrade. One thing that may be of interest, if you decide to visit Florida on a regular 
basis, or every year, you can go to the dollar website and sign up for their "Dollar Express" card. 
Online you submit all your driving licence details etc. They are then stored on the system and they 
have a special express line at the desks which has hardly anyone in it, so this can really speed things 
up.  

Alamo Car Rental:  
They will allocate you a car based on your voucher and again will try to get you to upgrade and do all 
the things Dollar do. You then go to the garage and get to pick the car that you want from your 
ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŀƎŜΦ bƛŎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ wŜŘ ŎŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΗ 

Budget Car Rental:  
Much the same procedure as Dollar. 

Vehicles get allocated to size of party if booked through a holiday company such as Virgin holidays 
etc. The thing to remember about US cars the boot/trunk is normally quite small. 

For more information on Car Hire visit. 

Collecting your Car and Finding Your Way 

This is probably the first time you have been outside since you landed and hopefully the warm/hot 

Florida air will greet you! Here at last!! Finding your vehicle, with Dollar, they will give you the 

agreement at the desk, you need to hand it over to the clerk in a hut inside the car park, across the 

way, where you will be given the keys to your car, they will also point you in the right direction to 

the numbered bay where your car is parked. With Alamo, you go find the car in your category and 

once you have settled on the one you want you drive off. The keys are inside the vehicle and as you 

leave the Alamo section of the car park there is a booth where you hand over your agreement and 

the operator lets you out. In all cases though, once you find your vehicle take a quick look around it 

and make sure there is no damage to it. Adjust the mirrors and seats (most are electric operated by 

a switch down the side of the seat). Turn the key in the ignition and start the engine, most cars run 

very quiet on tick over. If you have never driven an automatic before, put your right foot on the 

brake pedal and select the gear ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ά5έ ό5ǊƛǾŜύ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘǎ ƻǊ άwέ όwŜǾŜǊǎŜύ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 

backwards, mostly the parking brake is not engaged but if it is release it. A lot of cars have a pedal 

that you push down to engage the parking brake and a pull out lever to release it just at the bottom 

of the dash, although one or two have a push on push off action. Once it is disengaged release your 

foot of the brake and the vehicle will move slowly back or forward whichever. Another thing for 

people new to automatics, forget about your left foot! It is surprising how many people try to use 

the left foot for braking which results in a classic display of kangaroo petrol!! 
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You then head out of the garage car park; this is probably the trickiest part of the journey. 

Depending on where you are staying, depends on which exit you need to take. Generally, if you are 

staying anywhere near Disney, Kissimmee, most of the villa communities or anywhere on the Hwy 

192 then you would need the South Exit. If you are staying anywhere near International Drive, 

Universal or Sea World then you need the North Exit. The North exit leads to the Hwy 528 (Toll) 

(Beachline Expressway, used to be called the Beeline expressway) Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άhǊƭŀƴdo 

²Ŝǎǘ ŀƴŘ !ǊŜŀ !ǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƳǇŀέ ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ǎŀȅǎ ά/ƻŎƻŀ .ŜŀŎƘ ϧ 5ŀȅǘƻƴŀέ ¸ƻǳ Řƻƴϥǘ ǿŀƴǘ 

this exit unless of course you are staying in Daytona or the Cocoa area. If you take the South Exit it 

leads to the 417 (Toll) This road takes you down to the Interstate 4 around the Disney 192 area. It is 

handy to take some small denomination Dollar bills with you for these tolls or if you have saved 

ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǘǊƛǇǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

Sanford Airport. 

Sanford is about 40 minutes from the Orlando area where you need to be. Once you have cleared 

immigration and customs and have left the building through the sliding doors. You cross the road 

and you will see the car hire building. There you pick up your keys and agreement and walk out to 

the car park and collect your car. There are basically 2 ways to get to Orlando and Kissimmee from 

here. First, as you leave the airport you will see a sign for the Hwy 417 (Toll). This is the same toll 

road that is near Orlando Airport and all you need to do is to stay on that road till you come to the 

528 (Beachline Expressway) If you are on International drive area, just follow the signs for the 

Convention Center. If you are staying in a villa or Kissimmee then stay on the 417 till you get to the 

exit for the 192 or the Interstate 4 to get to the Villa accommodation. The second choice is more for 

seasoned US visitors and that is to go past the ramp for the 417 and keep on going till you reach the 

interstate 4. Then take the ramp for Tampa. Going this way is cheaper but is a lot busier as you drive 

through the city of Orlando, you will also see the turn offs for International Drive, Sea World, the 192 

and the 27 where a lot of the villa accommodation is. 

Driving in Florida. 

Many people on their first visit to Orlando or other parts of Florida are filled with trepidation about 

driving there. It's not as bad as you think believe me. I would sooner drive there than round some of 

our major cities and towns any day.  

 

Things to remember, obviously drive on the right (seems more natural anyway) but this is when you 

have to be extra careful, especially when tired after a long flight, first thing in the morning or turning 

out of a car park or petrol station for example. I tend to make more mistakes when I return home 

than I do there. 

 

If you are the driver make sure you carry your driving licence and rental agreement with you in the 

vehicle. You could be asked to produce them if stopped by the Police and it is required by law. 

 

Yellow school buses. These have a special rule that means if they stop to take on or let off 

passengers, traffic in both directions must stop too. If you are driving in the opposite direction on a 

duel carriageway then you need not stop. 
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Rain: If it rains in Florida it is compulsory to have your vehicle lights on. Rain can be pretty torrential 

in Florida and ǘƘŜ ǿƛǇŜǊǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŏǳǘ ƛǘΣ if visibility is poor, pull over and wait for the rain to ease. 

 

Stop Signs: It is important that when you come to a stop sign or you are turning right on Red that the 

wheels come to a full stop. It could save you getting a ticket. 

 

Child Seats: Children under 4 years of age must be seated in a child seat by law. You can bring your 

own from the UK or hire one from the car rental desk. (Check Prices first)  All drivers and adult 

passengers must wear seatbelts at all times whether in the front or back. 

 

Drink Driving is very strict in Florida. It will also invalidate your rental agreement insurance. So if you 

drink please don't drive. It is also illegal to have alcohol in the car. It needs to be in the trunk (Boot).  

  

Turning Right on Red: One good thing is that you can turn Right on a Red traffic light (Unless it says 

άbƻ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ wŜŘέ above the lights.) Traffic lights tend to be over the centre of the junction 

rather than the start of it so remember to pull up shorter.  

 

Overtaking (Passing) you can pass on either side of vehicles on 3 lane highways. However they do 

recommend that you return to the right lane after overtaking.  

Giving way at Junctions with no priority : If you come to a crossroads that has no clear priority 

vehicles proceed in the order that they arrive at the stop sign. This works surprisingly well. There are 

not too many of these though, you will only find these on smaller roads such as housing 

communities and I think there is one at the North end of I Drive near the Prime one shopping mall.  

Air Conditioning in Cars: All of the cars have Air conditioning and you need it too!! After the car 

being stood all day long at a theme park it resembles something like an oven. What I do is open the 

door and start the car, close the door and wait a couple of minutes while the air con blasts away to 

cool it down a bit. 

Refuelling: This is a bit different to the UK. Some of the pumps work differently to the UK involving 

lifting the nozzle housing to start the fuel flow. Also many Gas Stations insist on pre payment of fuel. 

Gas prices are still higher than they were a few years ago but are still a lot cheaper than the UK. Just 

also bear in mind that something like a Dodge Durango, a lovely vehicle but will only give you 

something like 12-15 miles to the Gallon. 

Road Signs: ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ǇŜŜƭŜŘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 

miss your exit as most places have gaps where you can u-turn, except the interstate where you will 

just have to go to the next exit. You will experience a lot of u-turns as this is quite the norm. It is the 

only way to access some places especially on International Drive. You can see where you want to be 

but the is a grass central reservation preventing you so what you do is go further down the road and 

do a u-turn at the lights (If permitted) or there will be a section cut out of the central reservation to 

allow for u-turns. The older section of I drive is not a problem as there is no reservation.  

Speeding Tickets: Can be quite expensive in Florida and generally they do drive slower than we do in 

the UK so be aware of this. Also if there is an area where there are construction workers the fines 

are doubled. 
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Places to Stay 

 

We have been travelling to Florida for the Last 16 years on trips lasting from 3 weeks to 12 weeks 

and over that time we have built up a wealth of knowledge which we can now share with you taking 

the time and guesswork out of your planning. The aim is to save you time and money. Why give a 

high street travel agent your hard earned cash? They have had it good for many years and now since 

the birth of the Internet they are really feeling the pinch. It is so easy now to plan and book your trip, 

using several different suppliers if you know where to look.  

Choosing the type of accommodation you need is pretty much an individual choice. Some people 

prefer villa, condo or vacation home accommodation while others prefer hotel accommodation 

either on the ever popular International Drive or the Hwy 192 area in Kissimmee. Hotels come with 

either two double beds (Queen) or one King size. Both places have their merits but I always used to 

prefer the International Drive area. It never ceases to amaze me when I watch some of these 

satellite TV travel channels how they put up the price on screen of some hotel or other stating that 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƛǎ Cwha ϻȄȄȄ .!{95 ƻƴ п ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ƛǘ ǳǇ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

the supplements as there are onƭȅ н ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀȄ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άCwhaέ 

price range that it is not that cheap! You can do it on your own quite easily and save yourself a 

bundle in the process. I am now a little biased towards villa accommodation as this is what I have  

come to prefer.  If 

you would like to 

consider staying in 

rented villa 

accommodation feel 

free to visit our site at 

www.perfectfloridavil

las.com there are 

many beautiful 

homes to choose 

from. Almost all the 

owners are frequent 

visitors to their home 

and to other parts of 

Florida and have all 

built up a great 

amount of 

knowledge, which 

they would be happy 

to share with you. 

And to answer any 

questions you may 

http://www.perfectfloridavillas.com/
http://www.perfectfloridavillas.com/
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have. The way www.perfectfloridavillas.com works is you visit the site and either enter your search 

requirements or browse the many villas on offer. Then contact the owners of the properties you are 

interested in. They will then email you back with a price for your stay, if they have the availability, 

giving the total cost with no hidden charges.  You know no exactly where you are staying and what 

the accommodation is like. Unlike a tour operator, where you get your villa allocated on arrival. This 

can be a bit hit and miss. Lǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛƭƭŀ Ǉƻƻƭ Ƴŀȅ ŦŀŎŜ 

north and you wanted the sun all day, the community may not be as close to the shops and 

attractions as other communities. However, having said all this, staying in a villa offers so much more 

ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΣ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƭŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀƴ ƘƻǘŜƭ ǊƻƻƳǎΦ {ƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ Ƨǳǎǘ 

one room at home, why should you when on vacation?  Most villas these days have games rooms 

with pool tables etc, high speed internet connections, some offer free long distance and 

international phone calls, many are situated on golf courses and one thing they all offer is all the 

comforts of home. Pools can be heated if you wish for an additional fee although, this is only really 

recommended between the months of November and April.  If you wish to prepare any meals while 

you are there, there is always a fully equipped kitchen with all the mod cons, even if you used it for 

breakfast for the kids in the mornings. Or if you decide to order takeout food you could use the 

ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭǳǎΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƴŜŜŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘƻǘŜƭ ǊƻƻƳǎΣ 

especially if travelling in larger groups. 

I do appreciate that for people visiting Florida for the first time may want to get a package deal so 

that have nothing to worry about. I think though, that once they have done the first visit they would 

feel more confident to tackle a do-it-yourself holiday. 

Hotels & Motels 

There are some lovely hotels along international drive and it is packed with shops and restaurants. It 

is ideal for non drivers (though I do recommend having a car) as there are plenty of places within 

walking distance, including Point Orlando which is a shopping centre with multi screen cinema and 

lots of restaurants and designer shops. I-Drive is crossed by Sand Lake road. I-drive to the South of 

Sand Lake is the Plaza end with newer buildings and is a little more landscaped and pleasing to the 

eye. The north end is older and is a little more congested and has some of the cheaper hotels 

situated there. Hotels I can recommend on I-drive are ****Rosen Plaza lovely hotel with an 

ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǇƻƻƭΦ aƻǊŜ ǎǳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ 

that the hotel is close to The Orange County Convention Centre and does attract a lot of business 

people who tend not to travel with their families. ****Rosen Center the same applies to this hotel 

as with Rosen Plaza. The owner of these hotels has 5 properties on I-Drive and a golf course nearby. 

Another is ***Quality Inn Plaza situated right next door to the Rosen Plaza. Clean rooms situated in 

6 blocks with 3 swimming pools this is a cheaper hotel but still a nice place to stay. Right next door 

to an excellent, though pricey, Chinese restaurant called Ming Court. It is also close to Pizza Hut, 

Sizzlers and just across from Pointe Orlando. This hotel is the first of my recommendations that has 

outside landings on the floors. There is another Quality Inn just over Sand Lake road called Quality 

Inn International. This one, in our opinion, is not as nice as the aforementioned one. On the North 

Side of I-drive there is the ***Holiday Inn International. If you choose to stay here make sure you 

stay in the main hotel tower block as this has one main block with internal landings and several out 

buildings with the motel type of rooms having external landings plus the rooms are bigger and better 

furnished in the tower.  

http://www.perfectfloridavillas.com/
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For those of you that would prefer a suite, there are several along the drive. We have stayed in a 

couple of them one is the *** Homewood Suites, a little more expensive and consists of a sitting 

area with TV and a kitchenette plus an en-suite bedroom with a King size bed and TV. The sofa in the 

sitting area converts to a Queen sized bed. The others, such as, Ameri-Suites, Hawthorn Suites and 

Embassy Suites all are pretty much the same as this. These have all been built in the last few years 

and are very modern. Most of these suites include a continental type breakfast in the morning. All of 

ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŎƻŦŦŜŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IƻƳŜǿƻƻŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎ 

buffet from around 5 till 7 where they served tit bits like chicken wings etc. For accommodation in 

and around this area we can recommend Know before you go http://www.knowbeforeugo.com/ 

they did used to have an office on I-5ǊƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ {ŀƴŘ [ŀƪŜΣ ǇŀǊƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǊ ƛƴ ²ŀƭƎǊŜŜƴΩǎ 

car park and walk to a small group of shops on the corner. If you can leave your accommodation till 

ƴŜŀǊŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ŎŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ 

as they are always having special offers on. We have used them to book beach accommodation 

while we are there when we have popped to the beach at Fort Myers for a few days. They will save 

you money. The thing to remember is that as with all US accommodation the price is for the room 

not per person. Another link to try is expedia.co.uk although they are not always cheapest.  

Close to I-5ǊƛǾŜ ŀǊŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ {ǘǳŘƛƻǎΣ {Ŝŀ ²ƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǘ ΨƴΩ ²ƛƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōǳǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ L-Ride 

trolley that travels up and down I-Drive and it costs something like $1 per trip no matter where you 

get off. Or you can buy a day pass for $3. 

Brand new to the International Drive area is Floridays Resort. These are privately owned 

condominiums that you can rent out. They are 2 or 3 Bedroom condos with kitchen, dining area and 

many nice facilities. The prices quoted start from $170 per night for a 2 bedroom, which will sleep up 

to 6 people. Each condo boasts a 37inch High Definition Plasma TV and DVD player in the lounge and 

нтƛƴŎƘ ¢±Ωǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŀƭŎonies. 

So sounds pretty good. If you divide the cost by those staying there it offers pretty good value. 

Hwy 192 

The 192 stretches for miles from Hwy 27 to the west and to the Florida Turnpike and beyond to the 

East. This road is older than I-Drive and was one of the first to develop when Walt Disney arrived in 

Florida. This area is closer to Disneyworld and is also good for the non driver as most hotels and 

motels provide complimentary shuttles to the Disney theme parks. There is a huge amount of hotels, 

flea markets, shops and restaurants along the 192. Most of the accommodation is budget hotels and 

motels most are clean and there are some good bargains to be had. Know before you go can provide 

accommodation there too.  There are Ramada, Days Inns, Quality Inns and Holiday Inns to name just 

a few. The 192 is a very busy road as most people take this road into the Disney Theme Parks. It is 

also busy at night and sometimes, depending on the location of your hotel room you can hear the 

traffic at night. My advice would be to take a hotel that is set further back from the 192. 

Lake Buena Vista 

This area is close to Disney Property, in fact, some hotels are situated adjacent to Downtown Disney, 

Pleasure Island and Disney Market Place. Just down the road is DisneyΩǎ ¢ȅǇƘƻƻƴ [ŀƎƻƻƴ ό²ŀǘŜǊ 

Park) these hotels are a bit more upmarket here are some examples, Hilton, Doubletree, Courtyard 

by Marriott, Grosvenor and Wyndham Palace resort and spa plus many more.  These are all 

moderate hotels. Many are within walking distaƴŎŜ ǘƻ 5ƛǎƴŜȅΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘǇƭŀŎŜΣ tƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ 

http://www.knowbeforeugo.com/
http://www.expedia.co.uk/default.aspx
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²ŜǎǘǎƛŘŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά/ǊƻǎǎǊƻŀŘǎέΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǇǎ 

close by including the Premium Outlets Shopping Mall. 
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Orlando 

The City beautiful 

The city is well known for the many tourist attractions in the area, in particular the nearby Walt 

Disney World Resort, which is located in Lake Buena Vista about 20 miles (32 km) south of Orlando 

via Interstate 4. Other famous area attractions include SeaWorld and Universal Orlando Resort.  

The area sees an estimated 52 million tourists a year. Orlando has the second largest number of 

hotel rooms in the country, just beaten by Las Vegas. Building is still continuing at a terrific rate so it 

may not be the case soon!  It is also one of the busiest American cities for conferences and 

conventions with the Orange County Convention Center, which is the country's second largest in 

square footage. 

The biggest turning point for Orlando was the arrival of Walt Disney World in 1965. The purchase of 

the land that is now Walt Disney World was shrouded in secrecy. The land was bought by many 

small companies, showing no connection to Walt Disney. The speculation was rife as to who these 

companies were and what they were going to do with the land. Disney did this for a couple of 

reasons; one was after he built Disneyland in California, land was bought up around him by other 

companies and he was unable to expand. The other reason was that once a landowner got wind of 

who wanted to buy the land the price would sky rocket!  

Walt Disney World as we know it today is the Size of San Francisco in area, with plenty of 

conservation area around all the theme parks and accommodation.  

The Climate 

Orlando has a warm and humid subtropical climate, and there are two major seasons each year. The 

summer season is hot and rainy, lasting from May until October. The winter is a cooler season 

November through to March that brings cooler temperatures and less frequent rainfall. During the 

height of Orlando's very humid summer season, temperatures rarely fall below 70 °F (21 °C), and 

daytime highs average in the 90s (32-37 °C). Although the city rarely records temperatures over 100 

°F (38 °C), extreme humidity often pushes the heat index to over 110 °F (45 °C). The city's highest 

recorded temperature is 102 °F (39 °C), set in 1998. During these months, strong afternoon 

thunderstorms occur almost daily. These storms are caused by air masses from the Gulf of Mexico 

and the Atlantic Ocean colliding over Central Florida, and they often bring high wind, damaging hail, 

heavy rainfall, sometimes several inches per hour, and violent lightning.  

The Dining 

Eating out in the US is fun and very enjoyable. The meals are generally very good with portion size 

being much bigger than ǘƘŜ ¦YΦ !ƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ¢ŜŀΣ /ƻŦŦŜŜ ŀƴŘ {ƻŘŀǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǊŜŦƛƭƭǎΦ aƻǎǘ άǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭέ ǿŀƛǘŜǊǎ ϧ ǿŀƛǘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ό{ŜǊǾŜǊǎύΣ ōŀǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŜǘŎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǿ ǿŀƎŜ, much lower than 

the UK. They therefore rely on tips to make up their wages. Hence the service is generally very good 

if not a little over the top. As a Brit I tend to find this a bit strange as we are used to being served by 

people who get paid the same no matter how the service has been and whether or not the server 

can be bothered to be polite and give a smile. I like the way it is done in the US.  
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Tipping 

When it comes to tipping, if you are happy with the service you should tip between 15% - 20% of the 

check (Bill) total, not including the taxΦ ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ .Ǌƛǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ŧƻr 

tipping in Orlando. One other thing most places add the gratuity to the check for parties of 6 or 

ƳƻǊŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŦŀƴǘǎΦ {ƻ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ 

added. Buffet type restaurants, you should tip around $2-3. The thing is if the service was poor or 

the food was less than satisfactory then you do not need to tip these amounts. I have been in a 

restaurant with just my wife, and to my annoyance, I have been given the check with the tip already 

added. This I believed was just because I was a Brit and the waiter/server thought I might skimp on 

the tip!  The reason I was annoyed was because I thought it was presumptuous of the guy to tar me 

with the same brush. Then after I had got him to remove the tip and had cooled down a bit, I 

suppose I did see his point. Where he should have been getting a tip of say $12, he may have only 

got $5 from the average Brit.  

Around Orlando at most times of the year there are often long waits to get to the popular 

restaurants. So you will have to make sure that you either arrive early or late. Generally they get 

busy from 6pm to about 8pm. On a few menus the Entree (Main Course), includes a choice of soup 

or house salad. They serve the salad up as a starter. The desserts in the US tend to be quite big and 

sometimes very sweet but some are really delicious!! It is quite acceptable to order one sweet and 

more than one spoon.  

Here are some recommended places to eat in the Orlando area. 

Chilis Bar & Grill 

Type of Food: Tex Mex, Ribs, Chicken, Burgers, Fajitas, Sandwiches etc. 

Price Range:   Low - Moderate 

Chilis is a favourite of many who visit Orlando. The food is generally quite good and the portion sizes 

are quite big. First Course includes such dishes as  

TRIPLE DIPPER, Pick three favourites! Served with dipping sauces. Boneless Shanghai Wings - 

Southwestern Eggrolls - Boneless Buffalo Wings - Wings Over Buffalo® - Chicken Crispers® - Hot 

Spinach & Artichoke Dip - Fried Cheese.  

AWESOME BLOSSOM® they bring together their hand-battered and seasoned, fried colossal onion 

and their famous seasoned sauce for an awesome treat.  

CLASSIC NACHOS Their nachos have beans, queso with a hint of seasoned beef, cheese and 

jalapenos on every chip. Served with pico de gallo and sour cream. 

Main course examples are,  

HONEY BBQ SIRLOIN 8 oz. sirloin grilled with a honey BBQ sauce. Served w/your choice of two sides 

and garlic toast,  

CAJUN RIBEYE 12 oz. ribeye steak seasoned with Cajun spices and topped with roasted herb jus & 

spicy Cajun butter. Served with your choice of two sides and garlic toast,  

MARGARITA GRILLED CHICKEN They start with tender, juicy chicken breast, marinate it with their 

classic Margarita flavouring and grill it to perfection. Served with rice, black beans, tortilla strips & 

pico de gallo,    

CAJUN CHICKEN PASTA Sliced, Cajun-seasoned chicken breast on penne pasta with creamy Alfredo 
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sauce, seasoned tomatoes, Parmesan cheese and garlic toast.  

L ²!b¢ a¸Χ.!.¸ .!/Y wL.{ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ǌƛōǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƳƻƪŜŘ Řŀƛƭȅ ƻǾŜǊ ƳŜǎǉǳƛǘŜ ǿƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ 

order. Served with your choice of two sides. Grilled Baby Back Ribs - A full rack of any one flavor.  

CITRUS FIRE CHICKEN AND SHRIMP their citrus Margarita Grilled Chicken topped with spicy garlic & 

lime shrimp and pico de gallo. Served sizzling with onions, bell peppers and chimichurri (cilantro, 

garlic & lime) sauce. 

Desserts include: 

MOLTEN CHOCOLATE CAKE Warm chocolate cake with chocolate fudge filling. Topped with vanilla 

ice cream under a crunchy chocolate shell. 

CHEESECAKE Rich, smooth and creamy cheesecake over strawberry sauce. 

SWEET SHOTS Finish off the festivities with a sweet little ending! Pick your favorite or choose any 

three to create your own sampler. Seven Layers of Chocolate - Strawberry Wave Cheesecake - Dutch 

Apple Caramel Cheesecake. 

There are quite a few of them around Orlando. The nearest to Villa and Hotel accommodation are 

listed below. 

Champions Gate-Chili's 

8180 Laura Lane 

Davenport, FL 33896 

407-396-2180 

Kissimmee-Chili's 

5340 W Irlo Bronson Mem Hwy 192 

Kissimmee, FL 34746 

407-396-4333 

Lake Buena Vista-Chili's 

12172 S Apopka-Vineland Rd 

Orlando, FL 32836 

407-239-6688 

I Drive-Chili's 

7021 International Dr 

Orlando, FL 32819 

407-352-7618 

 

Tony Romas 

¢ƻƴȅ wƻƳŀΩǎ ƛs one of our favourite places. There is only one now in and around the tourist areas 

and that is on I drive. They have the best Ribs in town and on Mondays they do the endless racks 

that cost $4 more than usual but you can keep ordering them till you explode!  

They serve up warm, freshly baked bread to either eat with your meal or to nibble on whilst you 

wait. The ice cold draught beers are so welcoming especially in the warm night air. We choose to sit 

outside if the weather permits. 
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You have to try the Baked Potato Soup as a starter it is great! It comes with all the dressings that a 

loaded baked potato does such as, grated cheese, bacon bits and chives and has real chunks of 

baked potato in it. 

Needless to say the ribs take some beating there are several varieties not just the famous baby 
backs. You can have other ribs basted in your choice of sauce such as Carolina Honeys, Blue ridge 
Smokies and Tony Romas Red Hots. You could have a sampler which gives you a mixture of them. 

Another favourite is the Onion Loaf that comes with Tony Romas BBQ dipping sauce. Excellent! 

Orlando I-Drive 
8560 International Drive 
Orlando  32819 
407-248-0094 

 

Carrabbas 

Yet another one of our favourite places to eat, there are so many! There are a couple of them in the 
area. One is located in the Formosa Gardens area on the 192 at 7890 W. Irlo Bronson Hwy. 
Kissimmee, FL 34747 (407) 390-9600. You need to get here early as it gets very busy and for good 
reason the food is excellent. As the name suggests it is Italian food but with a little difference. You 
can see the food being cooked and there is a large, brick, open flamed oven where they cook the 
wood fired pizzas.  

There are lots of pictures on the wall showing early Italian immigrant life in the US with pictures of 
one of the founders, 5ŀƳƛŀƴ /ŀǊǊŀōōŀΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ DǊŀƴŘ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ aŀƴŘƻƭŀΣ 
ǿƘƻ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллΩǎΦ {ƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ 
are very friendly and helpful. The menu has a very wide choice. They have Antipasti with such things 
ŀǎ /ŀƭŀƳŀǊƛΣ /Ǌŀō ŎŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ƘǊƛƳǇ {ŎŀƳǇƛ ōǳǘ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ aŀƳŀ aŀƴŘƻƭŀΩǎ {ǇƛŎȅ {ƛŎƛƭƛŀƴΣ 
Chicken Soup. You can get cup size or bowl size. I have to have the bowl size it is served in something 
resembling the size of a large salad serving bowl and is wonderful.  

They make everything from scratch at Carrabbas. They bring out fresh baked warm bread. The cup 
size is a more regular soup serving and should leave you with plenty of room for the main course and 
possibly dessert. Dawn sometimes has the homemade Minestrone. For the main course they offer 
ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ²ƻƻŘ CƛǊŜŘ tƛȊȊŀΩǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ aŀǊƎŀǊƛǘŀΣ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ /ƘƛŎƪŜƴ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊƛƭƭŜŘ {ŀƭƳƻƴΣ /ƘƛŎƪŜƴ ό5ŀǿƴΩǎ CŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜύ ƻǊ {ƛǊƭƻƛƴ aŀǊǎŀƭŀ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ aŀrsala wine 
sauce. Pasta dishes include Scampi Damian and Lobster Ravioli. Under the Italian specialties there is 
Lasagne, Spaghetti, served with Meat sauce, homemade meatballs or Italian sausage. I quite like the 
Chicken Parmesan you can have it with spaghetti or any of the veg of the day. I have it with garlic 
mashed potatoes.  

¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ά.ŀƳōƛƴƛ aŜƴǳέ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘǎ 
as Spaghetti and meatballs, Cheese or Pepperoni pizza, Ravioli, Chicken Fingers or Chicken breast. 
For dessert, if I have room I favour the Tiramisu. If you are at the other end of town i.e. near 
Universal Studios there is another one there not quite as busy as the 192 location. Here is the 
address Just off Kirkman Road. On Vineland Road, Orlando, FL 32819. (407) 355-7277 5701 if you are 

http://www.perfectfloridavillas.com/main/tony-romas.aspx
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around the Florida Mall area then give this a try 1001 Sandlake Rd. Orlando, FL 32809 (407) 888-
2727.  

 

 

Perkins Family Restaurants 

Perkins Restaurants offer excellent value. They are very reasonably priced and serve American home 
style cooking. We especially like the breakfasts and some of the dinners that they do where they 
serve some nice vegetables. 

Breakfasts: I normally have a Classic egg favourite that comes with 2 Eggs, Hash Browns or Breakfast 
potatoes, choose from: Smoked Bacon, Canadian Bacon, Sausage Links or Sausage Patties. Served 
with either Pancakes (4), Toast or Muffin. This normally costs around $7. They are very flexible and 
can do most requests that you may ask for. 

There are several in and around the Orlando Area. There is one on the Hwy 27 at the junction with 
the Interstate 4. So is within easy reach of a lot of Villa communities. There is one on the corner of 
Poinciana Boulevard and Hwy192 again handy for villa communities such as Eagle Point, Cumbrian 
Lakes, Terra Verde to name but a few. Another one can be found in the heart of International Drive 
on the corner with Sand Lake road. You can usually spot Perkins from a distance as they have a huge 
US flag flying high above their properties. 

These restaurants offer excellent value for money and are ideal for those wanting to go a little 
cheaper on dining some days. They do the usual burgers etc, but also do dinners too with things like 
pot roast, and meat loaf etc. All sure to fill you anŘ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƪΦ 

 

Ponderosa 

Ponderosa and others such as Sizzlers and Golden Corral are basically all you can eat joints. Though, 
PondeǊƻǎŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ ά!ƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǊŜ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘέ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΗ 

I personally am not that keen on these sorts of places. I mean, they do offer great value and the 
place is always very busy, mostly with Brits but the food is not the best in my opinion. Basically how 
it operates is, say you choose to go for dinner; the basic buffet costs something like $7 - $8 then you 
buy your drinks which could be another $3. You can now help yourself as many times as you wish 
from the buffet containing things like chicken wings, pasta and meat sauce, mashed potatoes, 
chicken nuggets, tacos and chilli, huge variety of salad and fruit along with other stuff.  

Or you can order an entrée (main course) which includes the buffet in with the price. Entrees start at 
around $10 for something like a small steak with baked potato.  

The breakfasts are again buffet style and this is something I am not keen on, I prefer to have fried 
eggs etc. This is scrambled eggs and bacon, sausage and the usual breakfast eats. There is plenty of 
fruit and cereals for the kids. I suppose it is a good deal at the price, which is around $4 each 
excluding drinks. I know people on a budget do use places like this to fill up for the day and just grab 
a snack later, before having their evening meal. 
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There are many of these places around the area. With Ponderosa, there are 2 on I-Drive, I think 
there may be a couple on the 192 as well.  If you visit the site on the net you can even get a 10% off 
coupon http://www.ponderosaorlando.com/pages/coupons/Ponderosa%20Adult%20Coupon.pdf 

Cracker Barrel 

ά/ǊŀŎƪŜǊ .ŀǊǊŜƭ ƻƭŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǎǘƻǊŜΣ ƘŀƭŦ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ ƘŀƭŦ ǎǘƻǊŜΣ ŀƭƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƭƻƎŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ 
lives up to it, with the food, décor and right down to the rocking chairs on the porch. I love this 
restaurant the store part has many fascinating items that cannot be bought anywhere else other 
than Cracker Barrel. They are very popular with just about everyone as you will notice how full the 
car park is when you pass one.  

The food is quite reasonably priced and does have a country theme to it. I love the Roast beef 
dinner, with baby carrots, mashed potato and green beans, you do get to choose your veg, but that 
is what I like. The beef is slow cooked for 14 hours and is very tender and tasty. They have a daily 
special which is not normally on the menu, on a Saturday, try the chicken & rice; Monday is fried 
pork chops aƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ CǊƛŘŀȅΩǎ ƛǎ ŦƛǎƘ ϧ ŎƘƛǇǎ. There is sure to be something on the menu that 
you like. Do a search for them on the net and take a look at the menus. Plus you can find one close 
to where you are staying. They are pretty much all over the place, especially close to the interstates. 

  

Ming Court 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ŦƻƻŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘǊƛǾŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ Ƴƛǎǎ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΩǎ 

authentic looking design. It is situated on the Plaza end of I Drive, towards the convention center. 

The restaurant itself is wonderfully designed and gives an authentic feel to the place. I always judge 

a restaurant like Chinese, Indian or Thai etc, by the number of their own countrymen dining there 

and this one has lots! There is a Sushi bar if the inclination takes you. I personally have never tried 

that. The cost to dine here is a bit more than average but well worth it. The portions are quite big 

and an entrée can easily be shared. They have Chinese musicians to entertain you too. 

On the subject oŦ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ άŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ŝŀǘέ ōǳŦŦŜǘǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ 

around the tourist areas of Orlando. I have yet to find one that I could honestly say is excellent. The 

food can be a bit tasteless and not presented well.  It may worth trying one you may feel different. 

 

Siam Orchid 

This restaurant serves Thai food and in my opinion it is very good. If you look in the coupon books 

there is always a discount coupon for 15% off the total bill. The owners grow a lot of the herbs 

themselves organically. The inside of the restaurant is cosy and fairly private.  

 

This is just a small sample of some of the restaurants we have been to and either like or dislike in 

Orlando.  
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Chapter 6: Orlando Theme Parks 

There is possibly nowhere on the planet with as many theme parks and water parks for visitors as 

there is in Orlando. There is of course the most famous and popular ones belonging to the Walt 

Disney empire, but the other ones offer just as much if not more fun for all the family. 

 

Walt Disney World 

These set of 4 theme parks and 2 water parks was all started back in 1965 when work began on The 

Magic Kingdom, it was a dream that Walt had but would never live to see it completed. He died 

during the construction of it. His brother took over and saw it through only to die himself a little 

more than 3 months after its completion. 

The size of Walt Disney World is that of San Francisco, some 55 square miles. They were determined 

not to find themselves in the same situation as Disneyland California, with no room to expand. 

The next park to be built was EPCOT, followed by the Disney MGM Studios and finally Animal 

Kingdom.  

The Magic Kingdom 

The Magic Kingdom is probably the most popular and most famous of all the Orlando theme parks. 

It has a magical attraction for both adults and children alike. It is situated about 15 minutes from 

International Drive and around the same time from most of the Orlando Villa communities. If you 

are driving it is very easy to find as it is well signposted. A lot of hotels and motels offer either a paid 

or free shuttle service to and from Disney parks. The only down fall is you are governed to their drop 

off and collection times. Getting to the actual Magic Kingdom involves arriving at the transportation 

and ticketing center car park. Then you have the choice of getting either the monorail or the ferry 

across the Seven Seas lagoon. Why not take the monorail one way then come back via ferry the 

other way? Make use of the free fast pass system. Fast passes work by inserting your Disney pass 

into the machine, it then prints out a ticket with two times on it these are the times you can return 

between to access the ride quicker. 

TIP: Watch out for the "EMH" this is Disney´s Extra Magic Hours these are days that participating 

parks open earlier and stay open later just for Disney hotel guests. So the parks will be fuller than if 

they were not EMH so try to avoid going on those days. It´s a good idea to go the day after an EMH 

as then a lot of the Disney guests will have visited the day before and will probably be in another 

EMH park. Also when you do visit the park, try and get there early and head right into the park and 

do the attractions and rides furthest away from the entrance then work your way back. Have a good 

idea of the rides you want to do first. 
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The Magic Kingdom is divided up into 7 different "Lands" they are as follows: 

 Main Street USA  

 Adventureland  

 Frontierland  

 Liberty Square  

 Fantasyland  

 Mickey´s Toon Town Fair  

 Tomorrowland  

 

Main Street USA 

This area is full of Disney shops where you can buy souvenirs and all kinds of Disney merchandise. 

There are Ice Cream parlours and Candy Stores too. You can also board the Walt Disney Railroad 

which encircles the theme park, stopping at Toon Town and Frontier land. There is also the show 

"Cinderellabration" which takes place on the stage at the front of Cinderella´s Castle.  

Main Street is designed, through forced perspective, to look as if it's much longer than it is when 

you're walking towards the castle.  In the mornings, you are all excited and have the energy to walk. 

When you're walking away from the castle towards the exit, it looks shorter.  Also, it is believed 

that most people walk on the right side of the street, so, all the food shops are on the right as you 

enter for those wanting breakfast, when you are coming out, all the shops on your right have gifts 

and souvenirs.  

 

Adventureland  

Moving around the park we have Adventureland. Here you can find Swiss Family Robinson Tree 

house where you and your kids can climb over rope walkways and discover this huge tree house. 

The Jungle cruise is a boat ride through jungle areas of the world, such as those found near the 

Amazon River or Asia, featuring Audio-Animatronic animals. A little dated now though and not very 

convincing.  The Gold Camel in front of the Aladdin ride in Adventureland is controlled by someone 

hidden nearby and shoots water at unknowing guests as they walk by. 

The Pirates of the Caribbean a dark ride on a boat through pirate scenes using Audio-Animatronics. 

Now updated (2006) after the new film starring Johnny Depp as Captain Jack Sparrow. 

Rumour has it that years ago, a maintenance worker or Imagineer named George was killed during 

the building of the Pirates ride.  They say his ghost haunts the ride to this day.  The workers have to 

say "goodnight George" before they shut down the ride each night, or there may be problems with 

the ride the next day.  When asked if the attendant said goodnight to George, he replied of course!  

We don't want the ride to break down!  
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Frontierland  

Country Bear Jamboree, Animatronic bears sing classic country songs. Splash Mountain is a very 

popular ride for all the family and one that is not over too quickly it is a log flume, based on the 

stories of Brer Rabbit, Brer Fox and other characters from the Disney movie Song of the South, 

ending with a 5 storey drop into the briar patch. Big Thunder Mountain a roller coaster, designed to 

look like a runaway mining train. This ride is right next to Splash Mountain and is also very popular.  

TIP: it is an idea to wait in line for one of these rides and get a fast pass for the other. Tom Sawyer 

Island, a small island, reachable by raft, on which there are caves and a fort to explore. 

Liberty Square 

The Hall of Presidents, a show featuring an Audio-Animatronic version of every United States 

President. This may not be for the younger kids. The Haunted Mansion, a dark ride through a 

haunted house with some spooky special effects. At the haunted mansion, there is a wedding ring 

embedded in the concrete near the main gates. It was said to have been thrown there by the wife 

from the attic window and trampled into the ground by the invisible horse 

Liberty Square Riverboat, Travel through the Rivers Of America on the Liberty Belle, a large 

riverboat that encircles Tom Sawyer Island. 

 

Fantasyland  

Those of you with small children will have a hard time leaving this area. It's a small world is a dark 

ride through colourful stylised representations of many countries you will  be fed up with hearing 

that song by the end of the ride! tŜǘŜǊ tŀƴΩǎ CƭƛƎƘǘ, a dark ride in a pirate ship flying over London 

and through scenes from Peter Pan. Mickey's PhilharMagic, a 3-D movie experience, starring Mickey 

and Donald!  

Cinderella's Golden Carrousel, the oldest ride in the park, a carousel built in New Jersey, later 

moved to Walt Disney World. Its theme was updated to be based on the Disney movie Cinderella. 

Dumbo the Flying Elephant, the prototypical Dumbo-style ride has elephant shaped vehicles, which 

rise off of the ground, supported by a rotating structure. Snow White's Scary Adventures, a dark 

ride through scenes from Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. The Many Adventures of Winnie the 

Pooh, a dark ride through scenes from the Winnie the Pooh stories. Mad Tea Party, a ride in spinning 

teacups based on the Disney movie Alice In Wonderland. Pooh's Playful Spot, a children's play area 

designed as the Hundred-Acre Wood. Cinderella's Castle, walk through the icon of the park; contains 

mosaics telling the story of Cinderella. 

-ÉÃËÅÙȭÓ 4ÏÏÎ 4Ï×Î &ÁÉÒ 

The Barnstormer at Goofy's Wiseacre Farm. A small steel roller coaster, designed to look like a 

plane in the barnstorming era. Mickey's Country House, a walkthrough attraction, a humorous house 

and garden for Mickey Mouse, with many items for children to play with. Minnie's Country House, a 

walkthrough attraction, a humorous house and garden for Minnie Mouse, with many items for 

children to play with and some great photo backdrops. Donald's Boat, a children's play area, shaped 

like a boat for Donald Duck, with many sources of water. Toon Park, Kids can enjoy playing in this 

miniature playground Toontown Hall Of Fame, Meet classic Disney characters here today! Walt 
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Disney World Railroad- Toontown Fair Station, Ride around The Magic Kingdom on this railroad with 

stops in Main Street, U.S.A., Frontierland and Mickey's Toontown Fair. 

Tommorrowland  

Tomorrowland Indy Speedway, a simulated racetrack with small gas/petrol-powered race cars.  

Space Mountain, which includes 2 indoor roller coasters in the dark. Also known as the tallest 

mountain in Florida!! Can be long waits for this ride as it is very popular. Astro Orbiter, a raised 

Dumbo-style ride in rocket ships Tomorrowland Transit Authority (originally called the WEDway 

People Mover), a gentle people mover ride over Tomorrowland. You get to see what Space 

Mountain looks like on the inside. Nice to sit on this ride for a rest! Walt Disney's Carousel of 

Progress, an audio-animatronic stage show about changing lifestyles, shown in a rotating building, 

which debuted at the 1964 New York World's Fair. It shows too, a bit boring and dated. Buzz 

Lightyear's Space Ranger Spin, a dark ride, based on Toy Story, with "laser guns" to shoot targets 

and score points. Good fun. Stitch's Great Escape in which Stitch from Lilo & Stitch escapes from a 

prisoner teleportation tube and wreaks comical chaos throughout the audience.  

Strollers/Pushchairs can be hired for the day from the Guest services area at the entrance to MK as 

are wheel chairs and motorised chairs for people who can't walk far. TIP: With strollers though it is a 

good idea to buy one from Wal*Mart for around $10-$15 and then leave it behind when you leave 

Florida. Also a lot of villa owners provide them free of charge if you are staying a in a villa. 

Remember if you have a Disney Pass with park hopping you only need to pay car parking once per 

day. 
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EPCOT 

Experimental Prototype Community Of Tomorrow. This was the second of the theme parks to join 

Walt Disney World. The park opened on October 1, 1982, and was named EPCOT Center from 1982 

to 1993. It was the largest Disney theme park in the world until 1998, when Disney's Animal 

Kingdom opened. The park consists of two sections, Future World and World Showcase. Epcot has 

become a permanent display of the world's nations. EPCOT combines education and entertainment 

both together very well. 

Futureworld  

Future World consists of a several areas called pavilions that explore innovative aspects and 

applications of technology. Spaceship Earth. The eighteen-story-tall sphere covered in over 11,000 

triangular silver panels is the gateway to Future World. Situated inside is a slow-moving continual 

dark ride through the history of communication, focusing on the development of different cultures 

and the future of technology. On the top of the sphere, the Sorcerer Mickey's hand and wand point 

to the name Epcot. At 256 feet (78 m) high, the hand and wand is the tallest structure at any Walt 

Disney World park. This has just been remodelled and now contains the voice of Dame Judi Dench. 

Innoventions, located in two pavilions (named Innoventions East and Innoventions West), houses 

hands-on exhibitions from various science and technology oriented companies such as IBM and 

Segway. There are the latest computer games and you can even send a themed E-mail to someone 

back home. Very good for all the family. Universe of Energy. Showing Ellen's Energy Adventure, a 

show starring Ellen DeGeneres, Bill Nye, Jamie Lee Curtis, Alex Trebek, and " Albert Einstein" in an 

episode of Jeopardy!. The categories are about energy and how we generate and harvest it. (Michael 

Richards, "Kramer" from Seinfeld, has a brief cameo in the show as a caveman who discovers fire.) 

The audience's seats are actually large vehicles which move slowly through the attraction and are 

partially powered by solar cells on the building's roof. Mission: SPACE: Simulates the training 

required to be member of the space program. Gary Sinise is the guide through a "mission to Mars" 

in a spinning centrifuge gravity simulator, which lets guests feel what it's like to blast off in a rocket. 

Can be a bit intense, though, they now have a version of the ride that doesn't use the centrifuge.. 

Test Track: Guests sit in six-seater cars and experience the wide range of testing that automobiles 

must go through before they are approved for mass production. Cars in the ride pass through 

extreme temperatures, over rough surfaces, and around high speed turns, exhilarating.  

The Living Seas: One of the largest indoor aquariums in the world, setup to appear as the deep-sea 

research station Sea Base Alpha. You can view many different aquatic animals such as manatees 

while learning about the preservation of the Seas. For a fee, guests with certified diving credentials 

can join a group dive in the aquarium itself. The pavilion is also home to Turtle Talk with Crush, a 

show starring Crush, the Sea Turtle, from the film Finding Nemo. The Land: Contains various 

attractions dealing with human interaction with nature. Living with the Land takes you on a boat 

ride through a working greenhouse. The Garden Grill Restaurant slowly rotates, offering views of 

the Living with the Land ride, and serves meals containing food grown in The Land. Soarin', a copy 

of Soarin' Over California from Disney's California Adventure, opened here in May 2005, along with a 
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remodelled pavilion. Be warned as this is a new attraction queues/lines for it are very long. Get there 

early for a fast pass. Also there is a showing of the movie called The Circle Of Life, starring the 

characters from The Lion King.  

Imagination! Contains Journey Into Imagination, a light-hearted ride starring Eric Idle and the Epcot 

mascot Figment. It encourages guests to use their senses and their imagination. Imagination! also 

contains Honey, I Shrunk the Audience: a 3-D short film featuring Eric Idle, Rick Moranis, and the 

rest of the cast of the film Honey, I Shrunk The Kids. A demonstration of a new invention 

inadvertently shrinks the entire theater. It is a great attraction for all the family. 

World Showcase 

Consists of eleven pavilions, in clockwise order, Mexico, Norway, China, Germany, Italy, United 

States of America, Japan, Morocco, France, the United Kingdom, and Canada. Norway and Morocco 

were added after the parks opening. Each "Country" contains representative shops and restaurants 

and is staffed by people from these countries, many of them college students. Some also contain 

rides and shows. Each pavilion is paid for by the country it represents. 

Disney opens World Showcase late (usually 11:00 AM) and closes Future World early (usually 7:00 

PM, except for Test Track, Mission: SPACE, Spaceship Earth, and Soarin' which sometimes remain 

open until park closing). Unlike other Disney parks, which do not serve alcohol, restaurants and 

stores in the World Showcase do serve alcohol from their respective countries, and beer is also sold 

at refreshment stands throughout Epcot. Each Pavilion sells food from their homeland normally 3 or 

4 choices of eating places from high priced gourmet food to quick snacks. 

A thirteen-minute fireworks show takes place in the World Showcase Lagoon every night at the 

park's closing time; normally 9:00 PM. Fireworks and lasers fill the sky above Epcot while a stirring 

musical score plays over the loudspeakers. The current show is titled IllumiNations: Reflections of 

Earth and premiered as part of the park's millennium celebration in 2000. Reflections of Earth tells 

the story of the planet and is split into three movements titled "Chaos," "Order," and "Meaning." the 

lagoon is surrounded by twenty torches of fire signifying the past twenty centuries, and the show 

climaxes with the globe opening up like a lotus blossom to reveal a twenty-first torch, representing 

the new century. This really is excellent and should not be missed!!  

TIP: Be prepared for a mass exodus from the park once the show is over. Although you can get a 

good view of the show all around the lagoon, it is easier to get out of the park when you are closer 

to the exit. 
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Disney Hollywood Studios 

Hollywood Boulevard 

 is lined with shops where you can buy Disney merchandise and food. This is also where the "Disney 

Stars and Motor Cars Parade." starts. 

 

The Great Movie Ride, a dark ride recreating scenes and insight to several classic films and is located 

at the end of Hollywood Boulevard. This ride takes you back through many of the classics. Whilst in 

line for the ride you can see the Carousel Horse that was used by Julie Andrews in the film "Mary 

Poppins" amongst others. Some of the animatronics are very convincing. This ride is due to be 

revamped. 

Echo Lake 

Star Tours, a motion simulator, identical to those at Disneyland, Tokyo Disneyland, and Disneyland 

Paris. Indiana Jones Epic Stunt Spectacular!, a live-action performance showing how movie stunts 

are done. It is an audience participation show. The show re-enacts various scenes from the movie 

Raiders of the Lost Ark.  

Sounds Dangerous, a show following Drew Carey as an undercover detective when his video camera 

fails and the audience is left in the dark wearing earphones, following his adventure through sound 

cues. Caution: it is very dark on this show. 

Streets of America 

Jim Henson's MuppetVision 3D, a 3-D movie experience similar to Epcot's "Honey, I Shrunk The 

!ǳŘƛŜƴŎŜϦ !Ŏǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ п5 ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ŧǳƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΦ 

  

Lights, Motors, Action! Extreme Stunt Show, a car & motorcycle stunt show. Quite new to the park. 

Well worth watching though a little long. See how some of the movie tricks are done. Also Herbie 

(The Love Bug) makes an appearance.  

Meet the Power Rangers from five generations: Wild Force, Ninja Storm, Dino Thunder, S.P.D. and 

the newest series Mystic Force, making appearances throughout the day. 

Mickey Avenue 

The Disney-MGM Studios Back lot Tour, showing how movie special effects are done. Guests see a 

movie scene set on the Special Effects Water Tank filmed using volunteers from the audience and 

various special effects. The audience sees this final sequence edited all together in an action 

sequence called "Harbour Attack" This lasts around 10 - 15 minutes and afterwards, guests board 

trams and are taken through Catastrophe Canyon, to see fire and water effects and are driven past 

movie props such as the tram from "Who framed Roger Rabbit?"  

Walt Disney: One Man's Dream, this is a museum-like walk through attraction that explores the life 

of Walt Disney and his legacy through photos, models, rare artefacts and a short film narrated by 

Walt Disney himself.  

Journey Into Narnia: Creating the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, a walk through interactive 

attraction featuring props from the movie and an appearance from the White Witch. 
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Animation Courtyard  

Voyage of the Little Mermaid, a live performance using puppets, lasers, movies, human actors, and 

water (mist). The show recreates the animated Little Mermaid movie, in a shortened show. This is 

always very popular and it is advisable to get a fast pass.  

The Magic of Disney Animation, a short presentation showing how animated films are made.  

Playhouse Disney Live on Stage!, a live performance featuring Disney children's television 

characters. 

Sunset Boulevard  

Beauty and the Beast Live on Stage, a simplified version of the film  

Rock 'n' Roller Coaster Starring Aerosmith, an indoor roller coaster in the dark with three inversions 

and a high-speed launch absolutely exhilarating!! 

The Twilight Zone Tower of Terror, a thrill ride which drops guests in an elevator in a randomised 

set of 4 sequences each involving multiple high speed drops and ascents. In addition, special effects 

including smell, lighting and sound enhance the thrill. Not to be missed!! 

Fantasmic!, a night time show with characters and fireworks held in the specifically built Hollywood 

Hills Amphitheatre off Sunset Boulevard 

Each year, Star Wars Weekends bring Star Wars fans and celebrities for special park events. Star 

Wars Weekends are generally held for five consecutive weekends (including Fridays) through late 

May and early June; they feature the 501st (a worldwide Star Wars costuming group) parading 

through the park in Storm trooper costumes and Star Wars actors appearing each weekend for 

photos and autographs, Jedi Lightsaber Training classes for kids, and other assorted events. 

  

Every Christmas season, Disney-MGM Studios features the "Osborne Family Spectacle of Lights", 

with five million Christmas lights on more than 350 miles of wire. 
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Animal Kingdom 

Disney's Animal Kingdom opened on April 22, 1998. It is the largest Disney theme park in the world, 

covering more than 500 acres. 

The park is made up of seven themed lands. 

Oasis 

Once you enter the park, you must walk through this area as  it is the "gateway" to other lands in the 

park.  There is a Rainforest Cafe is situated at the entrance of the Oasis. 

Discovery Island 

Discovery Island is the main land in the park and is home for the The Tree of Life. It is the centre 

island of the park and has paths leading off to the six other lands. 

 

It's Tough to be a Bug - Built at the base of The Tree of Life, you can see what life is like as a bug as 

Flik from "A Bug's Life" shows a 3-D Film about bugs. It is similar to "Honey I shrunk the Audience" in 

Epcot.  

Camp Minnie Mickey 

This land has two shows and four character greeting spots where Guests can meet all the Disney 

Characters and others on a regular basis. Great for photo opportunities and autographs.  

The Shows are: Pocahontas and Her Forest Friends - A children's show with live animals based on 

the film Pocahontas. 

Festival of the Lion King - A fast paced musical with songs and characters from the popular film.  

Africa  

The Attractions are: Kilimanjaro Safaris - Where you climb 

aboard your open sided safari vehicle for an exciting journey. 

Animals from Africa freely roam through acres of savanna, 

rivers and undulating hills. Watch out for giraffes, rhinos, 

elephants, lions, hippos and you may even see the odd 

poacher too! It is quite a bumpy ride as you ride the trail and 

it it is an art itself to hold your camera steady whilst on the 

move. The driver does stop frequently to allow photo 

opportunities.  

Pangani Forest Exploration Trail - Here you trek into the lush 

forest in search of gorillas! Enjoy a walk at one with nature 

through an African valley filled with birds, Nile hippos and fish. 

There is also an underwater hippo viewing area, a savanna 

overlook, where you can watch the Meercats in their own environment and have a close encounter 

with gorillas.  

 

Rafiki's Planet Watch 
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This used to be known as Conservation Station and you can still only get there by train, it contains a 

petting zoo with domesticated goats and other small animals and demonstrates conservation 

efforts. The veterinary hospital's viewing window allows guests to watch medical treatments 

conducted by the vets. 

 

Wildlife Express Train - Here you can ride on this authentic African train that trundles through the 

savanna for a behind the scenes journey through several animal housing areas of Animal Kingdom. It 

takes around 5 minutes five and your guided train ride takes you to the park's conservation centre. 

Nice to have a relaxing train ride to take a break from walking.  

Asia 

Some of the Attractions are: Flights of Wonder - Enter the Caravan Stage and join a trainee bird 

handler and a unpredictable tour guide who end up teaching each other about the frail state of 

nature. There are many types of birds to see close up such as vultures, hawks, macaws, and the 

American Bald Eagle. 

Kali River Rapids - Race down the bubbling, turbulent waters of the Chakranadi River aboard your 

own 12-passenger raft travelling through an enchanting Asian rain forest. Watch out for the gushing 

geysers! Get ready to get wet, very wet!!  

Expedition Everest - In this latest addition to Animal Kingdom you board a runaway-train roller 

coaster, it is a fact that Himalayan trekkers use refurbished steam trains to get to the base camp of 

Mount Everest, here though, we use a shortcut that passes through the "forbidden mountain" 

patrolled by the legendary Yeti. Excellent adventure ride Tip: This is one ride that you would be best 

getting a Fast Pass for.  

Dinoland USA 

The Boneyard - Explore your way through a play maze filled with fun fossils. 

DINOSAUR (formerly Countdown to Extinction) - Whizz back to primeval times for a wild and 

riotous dangerous mission. The countdown clock is ticking on your Time Rover and you have just 

minutes to rescue a stray dinosaur. 

 

Finding Nemo - The Musical - this original stage show developed by Walt Disney Creative 

Entertainment tells the story of Finding Nemo.  

Dino-Sue - Dino-Sue is Disney's oldest "cast member", clocking in at 67 million years. Dino-Sue is a 

model of the largest, most complete T-Rex ever found and is available to pose for pictures with you. 

DinoLand also contains Chester and Hester's Dino-Rama, an area made to resemble a old 1950s 

fairground built on an old car park.  

Primeval Whirl - Like a spinning coaster. 

Triceratop Spin - Take the family for a spin aboard this family friendly flying dinosaur.  

Fossil Fun Games - these dinosaur-themed games provide a good time for all. 
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Universal Theme Parks 

Universal Studios and Islands of Adventure make up their contribution to the theme park scene in 

Orlando. The parks are connected by City Walk, a venue with plenty of bars, restaurants and shops. 

There is also a multi screen cinema here too. See below for a list of places to visit. 

Universal Studios 

The park, which opened in 1990, is a park that lets visitors "Ride the Movies." It offers many shows 

and rides, along with countless other things for guests to see and do.  

 

The park hosts many special events throughout the year, including the popular Halloween Horror 

Nights in October which is highly recommended and Macy*s Parade over the Christmas season. 

The attractions at Universal Studios Florida are split into six different areas. 

Production Central:  

Shrek 4-D is a short film/ride. Participants are lead into a dungeon-like room with two giant 

television screens on either side. On the screen, Lord Farquaad announces that he has kidnapped 

the Three Little Pigs, Gingerbread man, and Pinocchio and is holding them hostage. The short film 

takes place right after the first Shrek film. In it, the spirit of Lord Farquaad returns from the dead to 

kidnap Princess Fiona. Therefore, it is up to Shrek and Donkey to rescue her. 

 

Although the animation is 3-D , the ride is a 4-D film, which means it is designed to make viewers 

feel what they are watching. For example when Donkey spits, or sneezes, the front of the seats spray 

mist into viewers' faces. It also has moveable seats, air jets and rubber tubing, to simulate other 

effects such as air, "creepy crawlies" and other movements. 

 

Jimmy Neutron's Nicktoon Blast  

This ride has replaced the old Hanna Barbara ride and is a motion simulator type ride where you 

have to rescue Jimmy from Dastardly and Mutley. This area is also where the new Hollywood rip, 

ride roller coaster is to be built. Opening in 2009. 

New York: 

Revenge of the Mummy is a high speed indoor steel roller coaster modelled after the popular 

Mummy movies. The ride opened on May 21, 2004. The Revenge of the Mummy coasters use Linear 

Induction Motors, a technology used to launch riders from a complete standstill. The ride lasts 3 

minutes and features a top speed of 45 mph. The track is 2200 ft long featuring no inversions and a 

50 degree angle of descent.  

Twister... Ride it out is based on the 1996 film starring Helen Hunt and Bill Paxton. The attraction 

takes you to a small mock-up of the Oklahoma town of Wakita. As you walk into the "Twister filming 

centre" Bill Paxton and Helen Hunt talk about filming the movie. Towards the end, guests walk into a 

scene, resembling the Drive-In scene in the movie. There is a gift shop at the end named Aftermath. 
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Hollywood:  

Terminator 2 3-D: Battle Across Time 

T2 3-D: Battle Across Time is a mini-sequel to Terminator 2: Judgment Day and reunites director 

James Cameron and the main cast of that movie, including Arnold Schwarzenegger as "T-800", Linda 

Hamilton as "Sarah Connor", Edward Furlong as "John Connor", and Robert Patrick as the "T-1000". 

The show is in two parts: a pre-show where a spokesperson talks about Cyberdyne and the main 

feature which has performers interacting with a 3-D movie. 

 

Universal's Horror Make-Up Show  

A make up showing you the tips and tricks of make in the movies. 

 

Lucy - A Tribute  

A tribute to Lucille Ball. 

World Expo: 

Men in Black: Alien Attack  

A ride that allows you to shoot aliens as you travel around the track in your rotating vehicle. 

 

Simpsons: The Ride  

this is a new ride. It replaced the old back to the Future ride.  Apparently you travel with The 

{ƛƳǇǎƻƴǎϰ  as they visit Krustyland, the low-budget theme park created by famed TV personality 

Krusty the Clown! 

Fear Factor Live! 

Take part if you dare! 

San Francisco & Amity 

Jaws  

Jaws is a slow-moving boat ride based upon the film Jaws. It simulates a shark attack in Amity 

Harbour. The boats rocks back and forth and riders are splashed with water. After the shark attacks 

portrayed in the 1974 film Jaws.  

 

Tourists entering the ride will be taking one of Captain Jake's Amity Boat Tours out to see the sights 

from the film Jaws. The boats are piloted by one of Captain Jake's skippers, and all are protected by 

an army surplus 40 mm grenade launchers. However, Jake is confident that you'll never need to use 

the grenade launchers because the last great white shark anyone has seen was in 1974. What could 

possibly go wrong? 

 

Beetlejuice's Rock and Roll Graveyard Revue 

A musical revue from Beetlejuice, Frankenstein, Dracula etc.  

  

Earthquake- and the Magic of Special Effects at the Movies  
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A bit dated now but still quite popular this ride starts off with a tour showing how special effects are 

done in the movies. It is presented by Charlton Heston. Finally you ride an underground train where 

you encounter an Earthquake. 

Woody Woodpecker's KidZone 

 

 

 

 

A Day in the Park with Barney  

Fievel's Playground  

Universal's Animal Actors  

Curious George Goes to Town  

Woody Woodpecker's Nuthouse Coaster  

E.T. Adventure  

The current ride, at Universal Studios Florida, has guests begin 

by entering a sound stage. Before going into the queue, Steven 

Spielberg tells us that E.T.'s teacher Botanicus needs E.T. to 

come to his home world, "The Green Planet" because the planet is dying. Only E.T.'s magical healing 

touch can save the planet, so it is up to the guests to bring him home. He also tells the guests that 

you make your journey on bikes, and that you need a "Interplanetary Passport" to get there. 

 

The guest gives the assistant their name and the card is programmed with it, which is used later in 

the ride. You now enter the movie set which begins the adventure. The interior queue is a forest 

setting where it is established that police are looking for E.T. The guests then board the ride, a car 

suspended from the track. Each individual seat is a bicycle, whose handles come down as the safety 

belt. The car brings the riders through more of the forest where it is revealed that they are to save 

E.T. and bring him home. Guests ride past police officers who begin to chase them away from the 

restricted area. As they are about to be caught, the bicycles begin to fly over the city and into outer 

space. They fly past an alien space ship where they are told by an alien of the same species as E.T. to 

bring him home. The ride emerges on E.T.'s home planet, a world of exotic plants, animals, and 

many others of E.T.'s species. The ride continues through the alien world until the end of the ride. At 

the end, guests pass an animatronic E.T. who thanks them all by the name they gave to the travel 

agents. 
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Islands of Adventure 

Universal's Islands of Adventure, opened in May 1999 as an 

expansion to the Universal Orlando Resort and CityWalk areas. 

The park, part of the Universal Orlando Resort, is composed of six 

distinct "islands", each having its own theme 

 

 

 

 

 

Port of Entry  

The Port of Entry is primarily a shopping center, and has the feel of an Arabian bazaar. Its main 

feature is the Confisco Grille restaurant. 

 

Marvel Super Hero Island  

Located next to the Port of Entry, Marvel Super Hero Island has rides in the theme of Marvel comic 

books. Its four main rides are: 

 

The Incredible Hulk Coaster, it is a launched roller coaster. It is named after the popular comic book 

super hero character, the Hulk. It was voted the #1 roller coaster by Discovery Channel viewers in 

1999, the roller coaster is one of a kind in the fact that it features a launch lift hill as opposed to 

conventional chain lifts. This means the train accelerates to 40 mph in a short time (approximately 

two seconds) before speeding through several inversions. The coaster is one of the top rated 

coasters in the US. 

 

The Amazing Adventures of Spider-Man, a simulator ride set in New York; 

is one of the most technologically advanced theme park rides in the world, it was built for the park's 

opening in 1999. The ride combines motion simulation with 3-D effects to give the rider the 

experience of travelling through a city. 

 

The riders take a Daily Bugle vehicle known as the "Scoop" and soon learns that the evil Sinister 

Syndicate has captured the Statue of Liberty with an anti-gravity gun. This evil group is made up of 

many famous Spider-Man villains, including Doctor Octopus, Scream, Electro, Hydro-Man, and the 

Hobgoblin. Spider-Man pops up many times to warn riders of dangers. The ride moves into the 

streets of New York to cover the story before being kidnapped by the villains and their anti-gravity 

gun. After seeming to raise up in the air because of anti-gravity, Hobgoblin then takes over and drags 

the vehicle further into the air, where an aerial battle between Spider-Man and his foes is visible.  

 

During the five minute ride, passengers experience the effects of a flamethrower, water spraying on 
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the vehicle, many shakes and spins, falling off a 100-story skyscraper into Spider-Man's web, and 

other simulated action. 

Doctor Doom's Fearfall, a vertically launched ride (similar to Power Tower at Cedar Point in Ohio). 

Storm Force Accelatron, which is a faster version of the traditional Teacup ride. 

 

Toon Lagoon  

Toon Lagoon is geared toward both kids and 

adults. The area includes Dudley Do-Right's 

Ripsaw Falls, a traditional log flume 

advertised to have the steepest drop of any 

log flume in America (70° pitch), and Popeye 

and Bluto's Bilge-Rat Barges, a river rapids 

ride. It also has a kids' playground, Me Ship, 

the Olive. This is the area that you will  get 

wet!! 

 

 

 

 

 

Jurassic Park  

The Discovery Center at Jurassic Park. Set in the time of the Jurassic Park movie, the focal point of 

the area is the Jurassic Park River Adventure. The ride is meant to evoke the island environment 

featured in the Michael Crichton novel and Spielberg film. The concept is that Jurassic Park opened 

as planned; the river adventure is an actual attraction in the park itself. It begins as a jungle river 

cruise past huge dinosaurs. After encountering an Ultrasaurus, a pair of Stegosaurus, and 

Psittacosaurus, the raft begins heading toward a part of the park known as Hadrosaur Cove. The raft 

passes by a replica of the Raptor Pen from the film, and riders hear snarling Velociraptors coming 

form the undergrowth, while branches move to simulate the creatures attempting to escape. 

Around the corner, riders see one boat that appears to have been attacked. Two Compsognathus are 

seen eating a bloody shirt. The boat heads towards the pump station where riders see a Velociraptor 

run into a dark corner. Velociraptors jump out at the guests. Riders head up a hill. Silence is only 

heard. Several Dilophsaurus spits venom (water) at the guests. As the Raft follows a 180 degree turn, 

a Tyrannosaurus's head appears ominously in front of the riders to distract them from the 85 foot 

plunge below. The ride exits into a Jurassic Park-themed gift shop, where guests may purchase 

souvenir photographs of themselves in the ride during the drop. 

Also in Jurassic Park is Camp Jurassic, a children's play area; the Pteranodon Flyers (a suspended 

two seater coaster-type attraction) and the Jurassic Park Discovery Centre, a replication (but not 

entirely duplicated) version of the Visitor Center from the film. Inside is a re-creation of the dinosaur 

skeletons seen in the movie centre's lobby. 
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The Lost Continent  

This land is themed to ancient myths and legends. It features Duelling Dragons (a pair of duelling 

inverted roller coasters), The ride is the only duelling inverted roller-coaster in the world. The ride is 

two dragons, one side being Fire and the other Ice. It has a layout where the two trains share a 

common lift hill, but then traverse two completely different courses. The ride features three near 

misses between the two trains, two of which bring riders feet within several inches of riders on the 

other train. After walking through one of the longest and certainly most elaborately designed 

queues for any theme park ride, you come to a decision in the path you follow. At this intersection, 

riders will turn right to ride on the Ice Dragon and left for Fire Dragon. Merlin frequently taunts 

riders with some of the following lines. 

 

"Turn right for Ice and left for Fire! Now, pick the dragon you desire."  

"The left burns hot, the right turns cold, whichever you choose you best be bold."  

"Past this point of no return, your only choice is freeze or burn." 

"Turn left for Fire, turn right for Ice! I know not which is best advice."  

Also, the ride attendants use several quotes when dispatching the trains: 

 

"Battle Bravely."  

"I bid thee farewell."  

"May the fates be with you."  

"May the dragons spare you."  

"Ice/Fire Dragon, you are clear for battle."  

"May the best dragon win."  

"Keep your hands inside the dragon." 

  

Also here are Poseidon's Fury, a type of show/presentation using some excellent special effects and 

Flying Unicorn (a Vekoma junior roller coaster). 
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Seuss Landing  

Seuss Landing is the only themed area at Islands of Adventure specially geared towards small 

children and is based on the works of the author Dr. Seuss. It has several Seuss-themed rides, 

including the Caro-Seuss-el, The Cat in the Hat Ride, The High-In-The-Sky Seuss Trolley Train Ride, 

and If I Ran the Zoo, an interactive play zone for kids. It also features a One Fish Two Fish Red Fish 

Blue Fish ride and the Green Eggs and Ham Cafe. One thing you won't see in this area is a straight 

line....anywhere! It opened on June 22, 2006, Seuss Landing gained a brand new attraction, The High 

in the Sky Seuss Trolley Train Ride. The trolley ride uses two separate tracks, one of which runs 

through the Circus McGurkus restaurant. 

 

City Walk 

The Universal Citywalk in Orlando opened in 1999. It was built over the former Universal Studios 

parking lot and entrance. The entrance is now behind CityWalk and two parking garages across 

Universal Blvd. are connected to Citywalk by covered moving sidewalks. You have to pay to park 

during the day as city walk's car parks are also the same car parks for the theme parks. The current 

charge is $10. After 6 parking is free. 

City Walk is Universal Studios' response to Pleasure Island, with clubs and bars etc throughout. You 

can either pay single admission or you can get a pass that allows you to enter all the clubs. They also 

hold an annual beer festival here with entertainment on the main stage and beers from all over the 

world. 

Dining 

 Jimmy Buffett's Margaritaville Every corner of Margaritaville brings to life a different Jimmy 

.ǳŦŦŜǘǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎΦ Lǘǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ WƛƳƳȅ .ǳŦŦŜǘǘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 

Florida waterfront concerts, and its three bars τ The Volcano Bar, Land Shark Bar, and 12 

Volt Bar τ were themed around Jimmy Buffett songs. 

 Hard Rock Cafe (this is the second Hard Rock Cafe built on Universal property. The first cafe 

was built near the Psycho house, E.T. Adventure, and Fievel's Playground. Although the first 

cafe was considered to be one of the largest in the chain Hard Rock Cafe closed down the 

restaurant to reopen in an even bigger facility and alongside Hard Rock Live in the Citywalk 

section. The Old Hard Rock Cafe building still remains unoccupied. The Hard Rock Hotel was 

built near it.)  

 Emeril's Restaurant Orlando 

 NBA City  

 Latin Quarter 

 Pastamoré Ristoranté & Market 

 Starbucks 
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 .ǳōōŀ DǳƳǇ {ƘǊƛƳǇ /ƻΦ Ϧwǳƴ CƻǊǊŜǎǘΣ wǳƴΗϦ ¢ƘŜ .ǳōōŀ DǳƳǇ {ƘǊƛƳǇ /ƻΦϰ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ϧ 

Market is now open. This fun family restaurant features shrimp, shrimp and more shrimp ς 

plus other menu selections, from great seafood and steaks to sandwiches, appetizers, and 

mouth-watering desserts ς and a boatload of memorabilia from the Oscar®-winning film, 

Forrest Gump.  

 Cinnabon 

 NASCAR Sports Grille, formerly NASCAR Cafe Reopened on February 8th, 2007. 

 Pat O'Brien's Bar - a franchise of the original bar/restarant in New Orleans.  

 

Entertainment 

 Cigarz at CityWalk 

 AMC Universal Multi-screen Cinema 

 Bob Marley - A Tribute to FreedomA one-of-a-kind celebration of music and culture, Bob 

Marley - ! ¢ǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƛǎ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ aŀǊƭŜȅΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴΣ WŀƳŀƛŎa.  

Lǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άYƛƴƎ ƻŦ wŜƎƎŀŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ƻƴ ŀ 

musical journey of his life. 

 tŀǘ hϥ.ǊƛŜƴϥǎ !ƴ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ bŜǿ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΩ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƘƻƭŜΣ tŀǘ 

hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΩǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ŘǳŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇƛŀƴƻǎΣ ǘƘŜ άŦƭŀƳƛƴƎ Ŧƻǳƴǘŀƛƴέ ǇŀǘƛƻΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

world-ŦŀƳƻǳǎ άIǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜϯέ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭǘȅ ŘǊƛƴƪΦ /ŀƧǳƴ ǎǘȅƭŜ ŀǇǇŜǘƛȊŜǊǎΣ ŜƴǘǊŜŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ 

served in the main bar, courtyard, and terrace level. Entrees include catfish fillets, 

jambalaya, shrimp Creole, and wings.  

 CityJazz 

 The Groove 

 Hard Rock Live (Check to see who's on when you are here as they have some big name 

artists). 

 Red Coconut Club (formerly Motown Cafe in 1999, and Decades Cafe in 2005) 

 Blue Man Group LIVE at the Sharp Aquos Theatre (Opened June 6, 2007) 
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Shopping 

 Tommy Bahama 

 Cartooniversal 

 Cigarz at CityWalk 

 The Endangered Species Store 

 Fossil, Inc. 

 Fresh Produce 

 Quiet Flight Surf Shop  

 Universal Studios Store 

 TCBY 

 Bubba Gump Shrimp Co. Store 

 Hart & Huntington Tattoo Company 
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Sea World Orlando 

SeaWorld Orlando is one of my favourite parks it is a superb place to visit. It is set in 200 acres of 

beautiful gardens and exhibits. There are several lakes with flamingos and other wildlife species. We 

almost always visit this park on the first day as it is a more peaceful, tranquil introduction to the 

hectic pace that the other theme parks in Orlando can be. There are lots to see and do at SeaWorld. 

Many people enjoy the dolphin and killer whale (Shamu) shows. The food in both Busch Gardens, 

SeaWorld and now the new water park Aquatica, tends to be better than average as far as theme 

park food goes. There also a healthier choice should you want it. 

Sea World Thrill Rides 

 

 
 

 

Kraken is a steel roller coaster. Its name is taken from the Kraken, a mythological sea creature. It was 

the first floorless coaster in Florida. It boasts three tunnels. Features of this coaster include a loop, 

dive loop, zero-G roll, cobra roll, a second loop, and a corkscrew. The initial drop after climbing the 

height of the coaster is a very steep and fast decent. 

  

Journey to Atlantis is a popular ride at SeaWorld 

theme park. The ride is a water thrill ride and some 

parts of it are a bit like a roller coaster.  

 

It starts on a slow journey climbing the ride, taking 

you through the depths of the ocean and through 

the legendary city of Atlantis. Once at the top of 

the ride, you are are hurled down a steep drop of 

60 foot, creating a huge wave of water. After the 

huge drop, when you think it is over it isn't. We will 

leave you to find out what happens next. 
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Wild Arctic is a flight simulator where visitors take a helicopter trip to a base station at the North 

Pole. When the ride is over you can visit the Polar bears in their area. Or if you do not wish to do the 

ride you can head straight to the exhibit. 

 

Shows  

Believe is the latest show at SeaWorld, 

showing an moving and thrilling 

performance of trainers and the Orca. 

SeaWorld Orlando is home to 8 whales: 

Katina, Tilikum, Kalina, Kayla, Taima, 

Takara, Trua and a calf born September 

18th 2006. It involves audience 

participation and learning to believe you 

can do what you set your mind to.  

There is A night time show, called Shamu 

Rocks America, and stars the famous killer 

whale performing tricks along with music and fireworks. 

Odyssea features Acrobats on high-flying trapezes, dramatic music, and many special effects. The 

show is thirty minutes long. 

Blue Horizons is the latest dolphin show at SeaWorld Orlando. It involves acrobatics, dolphins, 

Whales and Wild Birds in a thrilling show. 

Pet's Ahoy! is a show using common cats, dogs and other animals. These animals were adopted from 

a shelter. These animals perform tricks and do humorous stunts. 

 

The Sea Lion and Otter Show. Clyde and Seamore (A Sea Lion and Otter) lead you on a comical 

journey with their show Clyde and Seamore take Pirate Island. Probably the funniest part for me was 

whilst waiting for the show to start, they had a guy doing mime and pretending to show people to 

their seats. 

All in all Sea World is an excellent park to visit for all the family. 

  


